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The  following  incomplete  list  of  events  and  actions,  described  briefly  ih 
chronological  order,  should  enable  the  reader  to  picture  the  part  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  has  played  in  furthering  the  war  effort. 


May  1940;    The  Department  of  Agriculture  established  a  defense  committee  under  the 
Administrator  of  the  Rural  Electrification  Administration  to  study  rural  defense 
power  needs  and  power  sources.    This  committee  cooperated  with  the  other  agencies 
of  the  Government  in  early  defense  efforts  and  later  in  problems  arising  out  of 
the  war. 

December  26,  1940;    The  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  foreseeing  that  the  National 
Defense  Program  would  lead  to  increased  cons-umer  purchasing  power  called  for  the 
expansion  of  the  hog-production  program.    Indications  then  were  that  the  spring 
pig  crop  would  be  14  percent  below  tha-t  of  1940,    The  Secretary  asked  for  a  crop 
at  least  as  large  as  that  of  1940.    Such  a  1941  spring  crop  was  produced.  In- 
creased marketing  of  beef  cattle  in  1941  was  also  advised.      ,  .  : 

December  .51,  1940;    By  the  end  of  the  year  most  of  the  effort  of  the  Forest 
Products  Laboratory  at  Madison,  Wisconsin,  was  oriented  to  defense  work.  .The 
Laboratory  works  on  wood  substitutes  for  -critical  metals,  wood  in  aircraft 
construction,  shipping-container  supplies  for  Army  ordnance,  and  numerous  other 
war  problems  in  wood  utilization.    Later,  the  Forest  Service  also  carried  on 
surveys  of  supplies,  production,  and  wartime  requirements  for  the  primary  forest 
..products. 

♦ 

March  11,  1941;     The  Lend-Lease  Act  was  signed.  ' 

April  3,  1941;    The  Secretary  of  Agriculture  announced  the  Pood  Por  Defense  Pro- 
gram designed  to  help  farmers  produce  the  food  required  by  new  foreign  (Lend-Lease) 
and  domestic  demand.    It  was  also  announced  th-at  the  prices  of  hogs,  chickens, 
eggs,  and  dairy  products  v/ould  be  supported  through  G-overnment  purchase  programs. 
This  price  support  was  authorized  by  the  Steagall  Amendment  to  the  Act  extending 
the  life  of  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation,  Public  147,  77th  Congress, 

May  5,  1941;    A  letter  from  the  president  directed  the  establishmen":' of  an 
Office  for  Agricultural.  Defense  Relations  (later  Office  for  Agricultural  War 
Relations)  to  bring  into* common  focus  the  consideration  of ► farmers'  needs  and 
problems  as  related  to  th©  prosecution  of  the  d.efense  program  and  later  of  the 
war.    It  was. to  help  solve  farmers*  difficulties  in  obtaining  production, 
equipment,  supplies,  labor  transport  facilities,  and  storage  space  required  to 
expand  production. 
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,  .Llay.  6,  1941:    A  price-supnort  program  ■v;as..  ah-hQunce"i,, 
'  thQ  -produ'G:tion  of  certain  varieties  of  dried  beans,    A  statement  was 
•also  isGued  on  tomato  prices  in  the  effort  to  stimulate  production  by 
enabling  growers,  to  get  more  equitable  returnsV  fpr  their  crop, 

July  5,  1941:     The  field  forces  of  the  Department  in  each  State  and 
county  were  o.rganize.d .  into  U.S.D.A,  Defense:' Boards.''' under- the'  c'hairman- 
"  ship  of  the  chai,raan- of  the  State  and  county:, A:* A.;A..  ■oommitto'es",'  •  The 
'Beards  fom'a  rallying  p.oint  for- the  responsible',  off  ice-Fs"  in  each 
State  and  county'and  to  focus  the  efforts  of  the  Department  and  co- 
operating State  agencies  so  as  to  render ; laj-mers '  mo r-er prompt  and  effi- 
cient aid  in 'carrying  on  their  mr-fctiyitifes ,  : 

July  1941  ;•    The  farm  resources  of  the  Nation  y/o re  surveyed  in  order  to 
plan  attainable  food-production  goals  for  1942,  , 

August  4,   1941  ;■     The  Secretary  of  Agric-ulturc  annoimced  steps  for  pro* 

•  motion  of  coi^imujiity  ,  food-preparation  programs  in  rural :  schools  and  other 
comraunity  centers'  cA  s  a  oa  rt.  of  the  national  defense  nutrition  prog  ram  ♦ 
The  plan  provided  for  ten  regional  .conferences  throughout  the  United 

'  Sta,toE  and  lending,  of  money  for  equipping  nutrition  centers  through 
•■t;he  Rural  Electrification  Administration.,. 

September  8,  1941:     The  Food  For  Freedom  farm-production  goals  for  1942 
were  announced, 

■'•'October  1941:     The  Boards  and  the  A, A. A.  county  and  community  committee- 
■meh  canvassed  the  farms  and  helped  operators  frame  their  individual  1942^--- 
•production  pltuis  to  enable  them  to-produce 'their  proportionate  share:  of"' 
the  f  urm-pro  duct i  on  _  goal$-,  .   ,   —  *~  -•-  •  -  -.        ...-vw.'-.  . 

October  5,   1941:     Under  a  cooperative  agre^-ment  v/ith  the  Office  of   ••  ■.  ■; 
Chief  "of  Pii g in e e r s ,  U.  S.  Aray,  the  Forest  Service  undertook  the 
topograpiiic  mapping  of  several  thousi-nd  square  miles  as  par.t  of  the  ; 
.  National  Defense  Mapping  Program  of  strategic  areas,  .      '    .'   ..'.  ■•  '' 

■  October  23,   1941:     A  Nation-wide  progre.m  for  the  repair  of „^farm  machin- 

■  ery  w^.s"  outlined  in  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Boards.,    .  .. 

October  29,   1941:     A  f.-'.rm  sc-n.p---c611e'ction  ct.mpaigh' vras"  inaugurated  by 
a  letter  'from  the  Secretary  addressed  totht.  Boards,         ,.  , 

•  December  7->   1941  ••     Follovdng  '  the  atta-ck  '  on  Tearl '  HariDor,  numerous  pores t" ' 
Sorvi  ce'  lookout;  stations  v/ere  immedia-te'ly  mk'de'  a  .part  ?!>f "  t}^e_.  Army  Air- 
on, ft  Warning  System,  .  In.  a  letter  to' Se'or'et;-i'ry"'Of  Agriculture  on  . 
January-  6,  1942, '.the  Secrfotaf-y- of  ■  War  establi'sh^'d- off  it'lal'  procedure. 

for  ..placing.- Department  and  State- lookout  stations'- -Sin  warning''  system., 
More  than  600  observution  posts  now  function, 

December  13,   1941;     The  Department  was  reorganized  to  streamline  it  for 
tlie  war  effort,     Sevc.Titeen  of  its  agencies  viere  combined  into  eight 
groups  the  he:ads  of  v/hich  only  reported  directly  to  the  Secretciry  there- 
after.    The  Department  Yii.r  Board  v;as  formed  from  the  heads  of  these  eight 
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agencies,  and  tht:  staf  f  ■  off  icfM-s  hc.udihg  the  Office  for- Agil  cultural 
Dofc-nst-  Relations,  the  Burcf.u  of  Agri  cultu'ral  Econoinics,  und  the  Extension 
Service.  -.-The  Agricultuml  Research  -Adninist ration  \vas  established.  ••■ 

Dccenl  er  19,  1941-;     Goi.ls  were  a  nno^unced  for  the  19'42  pack  of  the  four 
principal  veg-.tables  canned  -  tonatoes,  peas,   com,-  and  snap-  beans.  The 
Departnent  also  V'^'tablished  fixed  prices  at  v/hich  it  vrould  purchase  the 
pack  from  processors  who  hud  paid  growers  specified  rates  for  the  crops, 

DecG-niber  19-20,  1941:     The  National  Garden  Conference  was  held  under-  - 
the  joint  auspices  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture";,  the  Federal  Security 
iigt;ncy,  i.nd  the  Office  of  Civilian  Defense, 

Jar.uar;..-  7,  1942;  The  Secretary  directt^d  that  the  titles  of  the  State 
.'..nd  CQ-.uity  Ij.S.D.A,  Defense  Boards  be  changed  to  U.S.D.A,  War  Bpa.rds, 

Janu::-ry  16,   1942:     The  nevi  goalu  for  1942  farm  production,   revised  after  - 
December  7,  v-ere  annom^ced,   placing  specit.l  emphasis  upon  an  increased 
production  of  f^.ts  t-.nd  oils  by  greatly  increasing  ucreages  of  soybeans ^ 
peanuts,  and  flaxseed,     Pricii  support  t.nd  loc-.ns  were  made  available, 

i.£--rch  8,   1942;     The  Forest' Serviee  and ihe  Bure  au  of  Plant  Industry  made 
joint  announcement  of  their  guayule  rubber  project  following  immediately ' ' 
the  passjxge  of  -appropriate,  legislation  by  the  Congress-.  -         ■  • 

I'lay  8,   1942:     The  Secretary  made  a  statement  before  the  Subcoiipittee  ■ 
of  the  Senate  Cormaittee  on  j-.griculture  t-nd  Forestry  investigating  the 
uses  of  furm  crops  in  the  oroduction  of  alcohol  and  s^/nthctic  rubber. 

J-  J.  t 

lie  advoci'-tcd  the  use  of  80  million  buv^hels  of  wheat  or  corn  to  produce 
alcohol  to  turn  into  220,000  tons  of  butadiene,  the  principal  raw  ma- 
terial for  240,000  tons  of  synthetic  rubber, 

}!lc.y  14,  1942:  The  Bureau  of  ?-l?  nt  Industry  .announced  the  arrival  of  a 
small  shi""ment  of  Russi.an  d;-ndplion,  (Mok-Saghyz)  s-oedc  which  were  t'c 
be  used  for  exoerinontal  plantings  to  determine  v/hore  the  plunt  would 
best  grov;  hure.  *  *  *  *  Thv.  Victory  Food  S'oecial  progn-.m  ir^.s  announced 
-lesiE^ned  to  increase  th'^  consumption  of  foods  in  temporarv  or  Soasonal 
;-.bundan<je  and  to  divert-  consumers  from  foods  more  budly  needed  for  our 
armed  forces  and  our  -allies,  "     -  -       '  ' 

Ilr.y  19,  1942:    A  program  wus  adopted  designed  to  erjtible-  earners  t# 
operate  c.t  maximum  production, ''^  f->mers  to  produce  at  ct.pucity,  and  con- 
sura- rs  t»  procure  canned  veg^.;tabie£  without  having  to  pay  extremely 
high  prices,     price  support  vn.s  then  ^.nd  la-ter  given  to  tv/elve  canned 
vegetables  in  addition  to  the  four  mentioned  December  19  previously, 

June  5,   1942:     The  program  to  aid  producers  of  deh^/drated  veg-^tables 
needed  bv  our  armed  forces  and  for  lend-lease  shioment  ^i/i^s  undertaken 
as  an  emergency  research  project  by  st;V£ral  buret-us  of  the  Agricultural  • 
pe  s  e r ch  A  dmin  i  s  t  n - 1  i  on , 
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He  *      *  A  Foods  Requireir.Gnts  Cormni-fctee^  idth.  control  over  the  production  and 
allocation  of  all  civilian  and  military  food  supplies,  7/as  named  by  Chairman  Donald 

ITelson  of  the  WPB,  mth  Secretar^r  Ifickard  as  Chairman      It  was  intended  to  be  a 
centralized  bod3r  with  poY/er  to  direct  and  handle  the  wartime  food  problem  in  close 
coordination  with  other  complicated  war-production  problems*  *;«  .***..a(|eoretary 
-vickard  approved  an  agreement  between  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  and  the 
I-'orest  Service  under  v/hioh  the  Service^  acting  as  the  Coi'poration* s  agent,  would 
conduct  a  large-scale  enterprise  for  the  production  of  spruce  logs  suitable  for 
airplane  lujnber  from  the  Tongass  Irrational  Forest  in  Alaska. 

June  9,  1942;    The  White  House  announced  the  appointment  of  a  Combined  Food  Board 
con^posea  of  Secretary  Wickar^d  and  Hon.  Robert  Ii#  Brand,  head  of  the  British  Food 
Mission,  to  effect  planned  and  expeditious  utilisation  of  the  food  resources  of  the 
United  illations • 

June  30,  194-2;    Secretar^r  Wickard  allocated' to  the  Forest  Service  |223,GOO  from  the 
¥o r r i s -D oxe y  Ac t  appropriation  to  establish,  in  cooperation  with  the  States,  a 
forest-products  m.arketing  service  for  farmers.    The  service  provides  information  on 
markets  and  assistance  in  marketing  operations «_   It  encourages  cutting  of  forest 
products  needed  for  war  and  forest -management  practices  that  will  effect  continuing 
production  and  retuiTis  from  farm  woodlands, 

July  20,  1942;    The  Administrator  of  tho    Rural  Electrification  Administration 
halted  all"  construction  of  raral  power  lines  under  the  Federal  lending  program  in 
order  to  conserve  critical  materials  for  the  7/ar  effort, 

July  25,  1942 ;    Secretar^r  Wickard  announced  a  three-point  program  to  help  alleviate 
Vhe  existing  meat  shortage.    The  prices  paid  for  m.sat  by  the  Department  in  purchas- 
ing for  Lend-Lease  shipment  were  reduced;     local  adjustments  were  m.ade  to  try  to 
bring  prices  into  line  with  actual  costs  to  packers;    plans  were  foimulated  to 
enable  packers  to  continue  operation    when  they  faced  the  necessity  for  suspending, 

August  1942;  The  Departmient  furnished  the  Signal  Corps  a  group  of  its  rural 
electrification  engineers  for  constraction  work  in  connection  with  the  Alcan 
hi  Gclivfay, 

Au.-^:ust  7,  1942;    A  program  of  Govermnent  aid  in  suppl^ring  farm,  labor,  set  up  by 
the  1/fb.r"  Manpower  Corm-nission  and  the  Dopartm.ent  was  announced.    It  was  to  be  managed 
by  the  Fe.rm  Securitjr  Administration  in  cooperation  vj^ith  the  War  Boards  and  the 
b%,  S,  E.^lojonent  Service,    It  included  paying  the  transportation  of  farm  workers 
for  distances  exceeding  200  miles;    standard  minimum  vjages;    an  educational  program 
for  the  efficient  use  of  labor  in  wartime  food  production;    and  tiie  utilization  of 
some  Canadian  and  Mexican  labor. 
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August  20,  1942;     li^chincr^''  hi.sl  be^n  set  up  for  trt.nsporting  '.iomostic 
fc.m  v/orkoi'S  into  areas  wht^re  seri  "us  labor  shortages  existed.  Concerted 
efforts vjere  being  raade  to  retain  experienced  managers  on  farms,  to  get 
industry  t  -  recruit  its  labor  in  cities,  and  to  utilize  fully-  the  under- 
employed workers  on  small  family  farms  in  low-income  groups  by  providing 
Farm  Security  xvdministration  loc.ns,  *  *  *  *  The  Secretary  stated  that  he 
no  1  )nger  felt  price  ceilings  on  livest.-*ck  sh-^uld  be  prohibited  by  laiv 
until  prices  reached  110  percent  of  parity/  and  that  he  hoped  •  for  .the  re- 
Dcai.  o  f  this  pr-^vision, 

August  28,   1942;        pricing,  marketing,  and  processing  program  for  the 
mt.J  -r  oil  cr  "jps  vras  announced  to  protect'  prices  to  fi-.rmers,  to  im.plcment 
.  the  price  supports  announced  by  the  Department  as  an  inducement  to  farmers 
to  increase  their  production  of  cottonseed,  peanuts,  soybeans,  and  linseed 
for  '"il,  and  to  preserve  OPa  ceiling  prices  on  vegetable  oil  products, 

September  1,  1942;     The  Secretary,  as  Cht.irman  of  the  F-^ods  Requirements 
Committe c ,  anno^un ccc'      voluntary  mcat-conservuti on  pr<igram  to  be  follov^ed 
in  v'uo  time  by  rationing.     The  c..m":unt  of  meat  that  packers  could  sell 
into  civilian  tnu'e  yius  limited.     Civilians  were  asked  to  consume  no 
more  than  2-g-  pounr.s  per  person  per  week  -'f  pork,  .beef,  veal,   lamb,  and 
mutton. 

September  1942;     The  Dcpartmt=at  announced  a  diversim  and  purchase  program 
in  13  States  to  enc  :uragc  the  packing  of  sauer  kraut  in  wooden  containers 
to  prevent  a  large  part  of  the  kraut  cabbt-ge  cr';p  from  g":dng  to  waste 
for  lack -of  ^ tin  .to  be  used  in_pa.oicia^g-it.  .   -    -  — 

September  17,  1942;        temporary  or<Ier  prohibiting  the  sale  of  new  farm 
machinery^  --jid  equipment,  except  as  specified  in  a  r^^tio^ning  scheme  govern- 
ing its  release,  was  announced  and  became  effective  -immei^iately.    An  CPA 
order  of  the  pre^-lous  duy  had  delegated  to  the  Department  authority  to 
rt^ti on  such  mc.chiner^'-  and  equipment, 

Oct  'ber  2,   1942:     The  Price  Stabilization  i.ct  v«as  signed.  Sections  3  and 
8  of  which  especially  c  ^ncemcd  agricultural  commodities, 

October  7,  1942:     The  President  authorized  the  Secre-t^vry  to  InGrease 
Comi.i:>dity  Credit  Corpo.ration  l';t.n.  rates  on  cott'^n,  tobc.cco,   rice,  and 
m>arketing -quota  peanuts  f r -m  85  to  90  percent  of  parity. 

October  14,  1942;     G'  ^-^ls  were  announced  entiling  for  a  15-30  percent  in- 
creuse  of  acret.ge  in  carrots,  lima  be-ns,  snup  beans,  and  onims,  and 
for  the  same  acreage  as  in  1942  for  cabbage,  fresh  tomatoes,  beets,, and 
spinach.     The  foll-^.v/ing  were  designt.ted  less  essential  or  nonessential 
vegetables  and,  as  w£is  announced  I^.'Vember  9,  their  acreage  "should  be^  re- 
duced 70-85  percent;     Cantaloupes,   cucuiabers,  caulif lov/er,  eggplant, 
watemelnn,  bleached  celery,  head  lettuce,  green  pepperis,  asparagus, 
artichokes.     The  Department  v/ill  give  n  >  aid  to  grovrcrs  of  these  in  ob- 
taining transp-^rtation,  lab:>r,  fertilizers,  c-mtainers,  i^.nd  so  on.  On 
November  9  broccoli  also  was  added  to  the  list   ")f  vegetables  for  which 
the  acreage  is        be  maintained ♦  •         '  .. 
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October  21,  1942;     The  Departmen-t  t.rA  the  OPA  jointly  £innounced  the 
completion  of      prog  rem  dcsi|;^ned  to  prevent  increases  in  the  price  of 
brc£.d  t-n-d  flour  to  ^xmerican  c^nsuiners , 

Oct-'ber  28^  1942;     The  V'/a.r  M^-^np  ;wer  Coromission  announced  a  br«ad  progra.m 
to  stabilize  enployincnt  on  dairy,  livestock,  t.nd  poultrj^^  farms,  under  a 
directive  requiring;  the  Selective  Service  System  to  tisk  locul  draft  boards 
t.:  grant  occupati  ms-l  deferments  to  necessan,^  men  in  these  lines  for  whom 
rt^pl'c'. cements  are  unavailable,   *  *  *  *  i^ll  new  farm  machinery  and  equip- 
ment, except  repair  parts,  w<-.s  frozen  as  of  N '.'vember  1  under  Temporary 
Rati.^ning  Order  B  ^^'hich  vr^.s  to  remain  in  effect  until  State  und  county 
quotas  Yiorc  estc.blishod  us      b^-sis  for  a  permanent  rationing  order.  The 
Department  and  the  Stt-te  War  B-l. r.'ls  were  to  establish  these  quotas.  On 
December  31  the  freeze  was  released,  t.nd  farmers  thereafter  required 
purchase  certificates  to  buy  under  rationing. 

November  10,  1942:     The  War  Manpower  Cc'mr".ission  issued  a  directive  to 
Gove rnmcnt  c.g en c ie s  putting  into  effect  its  program  for  conserving, 
training,  and  recruiting  labor    m  dair^/",   livestock,  and  poultry  farms, 
The  program  g'^t  un'xr  way  experimentally  by  N'^vember  22,  the  Ft.rm  Security 
ii.^'ministration  bundling  it.     Recruits  ivere  to  hv  trained  at  State  colleges 
•c.n'-\  then  placed  mi  j'^bs,  the  U.  S,  EiriT^loyment  Service  cooperating  in 
selecting  f^.r.ilies  t-  be  moved,     Transportuti -^n  is  pr')vided,    Vfritten  con- 
tract agreements  bet-v/oen  empl^;-crs  and  workers  are  required.     The  progrton 
is  t  ^  help  get  lov;-inc  "^F.o  farm  families  into  productive  agricultural 
cmpl:yment» 

N-;V ember  17,   1942;    With  fun.ls  provided  by  the  Office    )f  Coordinator  of 
In t e r -xjn c r i c t.n  i xf  f u i r s  ,  the  Forest  Service  uncle rt ok  tr  -pical  timber 
studios  in  Centr^-1  c.n;l  S  ^uth  i-.Fieri ccri  c-.'untries  t',  O'btuin  information  on 
forest  pr '  ducts  s  :urc^.s,   supplies,  ^.nd:  uses  f'^r  war  s hip -buil* ling,  mill- 
tc.ry  c -'nstructi  :u,  oiivl  oth^. r  Wi..r  nee^ls,     Dcpc^rtmont  f") rosters  alreudy  were, 
making  t.  survey  "^f  quinine  s  -^urcus  in  C  ~;1  ^nbia. 

December  1,   1942;     The  1943  ixgricultural  ^idjustmcnt  Agency  progn^m  v/as 
announced  plc-cint-:  specit-l  emphi.sis  on  v;t.r  cr'^ps  with  payment  deductions 
-n  fc.rms  fdling  to  meet  war-pro  due  ti^-n  gouls.     Farmers  are  t^  make  war- 
time crop  a.'justments  and.  els  7  t  .  avlopt  approved  soil  conservation  prac- 
tices t     ensure  increased  ucre  yields  and  protection  of  the  soil. 

December  5,  1942;     The  Pr^sid.ent  issued  f.n  Executive  Order  placing  re- 
sponsibility  for  the  entire  national  wartimx  f  >od  program  up  )n  the  Secre- 
tary ■^f  ivgriculture  Y;h  )  v/o.s  directed  to  uscertuin  neetls,  f formulate  and 
implement  pr:)grc.ms  t    fill  tl.em,  assign  food  priorities  ano  make  tjl-'ca- 
ti~.ns,  take  such  steps  i-s  required  t"^  effect  the  efficient  and  proper 
distributi  n  -f  the  uv^  ilable  f  vxl  supply,  c.nd.  purchase  and  procure  food 
f  • )  r  Fc  do  ra  1  a  ■  en  c  ie  s  , 

December  9,  1942;     i.n  Americ.n  ched<'.ur  cheese  subsid.y  jiXiOfT^-'-B"  T^ra-e- -t*nn->u^ 
to  expand'  pro f'ucti ■-)n  by  increasing .  the-Jfe-tnrnr?  t)  ff^rmcrs  v/h-^  ship  milk 


to  cho<:  Sfc  fact  Dries.'  Under  the  prorrun  the  Government  purchi.ses  £-11 
such  cheese  delivered  by  factories  at  u  fixed  price  und  then  sells  it 
back  to  the  factories,  without  effectinr  physical  transfer,  at  2  3/4  cents 
less  per  pound  than  the  purchase  price.     This  should  enable  factories 
to  pay  farmers  a  price  that  v/ill  attract  milk  for  the  needed-  increase  in 
cheese  prGducti'')n  and  yet  prevent  a  rise  in  price  to  consumers, 

December  10,   1942:     Tlie  Dep£;.rtment  of  i^rriculture  \vs.s  roor[;anized  to 
facilitat<^  the  carryinf   -"ut  of  the  national  food  prorram  entrusted  to  the 
Sccretar;^  on  December  5.     The  activities  of  the  Department  were  in  the 
main  {;r:'-uped  into  a  F:iod  Production  xidjninistration,  a  Food  Distribution 
irdministrati  ^n,  and  an  A[:ri cultural  Research  i^driinistrati.m,  the  functions 
of  the  C^mm.."^:ity  Credit  •  Coro- ration,  the  Forest  Service,  and  the  Rural 
Electrif  iccvti -in  i^dmini  strati o-n  remaininr  essentially  unchijiged.  There 
was  also  trc.nsferred  to  the  Dcpt-rtment  certain  personnel  and  equipment 
from,  the  £ind  OdSfe     The  i^iri cultural  Wc.r  Board  v/as  reduced  to  8  £-^dmin- 

istrativo  t.nd  staff  officers, 

Decemd  er  17,  1942:     There  was  aiin  lunced  a  three-v/t.y  cooperative  prof'ram. 
■)f  the  CCC  with  fl'^ur  mdllers  and  fiistillers  t  •  increase  the  production 
of  industrial  alcohol  for  vjar  purposes  bv  the  use  -'f  Govemment-cvmed 
wheat,  perhaps  50  milli  on  bushels,  iMiich  was  to  be  solr-  to  millers  for 
manufacture  into  ("ran.ular  f -m,  a  f ree-f lo\vin[:  hard-v/heat  flour,  for 
resale  to  distillers. 

December  19,  1942;     The  Secretury  app  minte  d  the  Food  i.dvisory  Comirdttee 
t hu s  i u t omit-- 1 i c L - 1 1  y  ab'-lishin^-  the  F"'::ds  Requirements  Comimittee, 

December  24,  1942;     The  1943  CCC  l-^an  and  purchase  prof.ram  for  the  ^un 
naval  stores  crop  was  ann.'unced.     The  pr'^fram  is  to  be  made  available 
throU;;h  the  irmerican  Turpentine  Farmers  iiS s^ ciati-^n  co  operative  to  pro- 
ducers who  comiply  with  th..  1943  Navi.l  Stc^res  C -;nscrvati  ^n  Pros^ram  of  the 
Africulturo.l  i.djustment  Af:ency  and  the  Forest  Sei^ice, 

'■  .December  30,   1942;     p-.'od  Distribution  Order  IJ:'.  1  wus  issued,  effective 
January  18,  t:  help  prevent  a  rise  in  the  price  of  bread  to  consumers, 
to  c  -n serve  bread  suoplies  e.nd  critical  materials  used  by  bakers,  to 
effect  savinf.s  of  labor  and  equipment  in  the  bakinf:  industry,  t-nd.  to 
safe[:uard  the  nutritional  value    '-f  our  bread, 

December  31,  1942;     It  XTas  ann^^unced  ^tlit.t  the  F  'od  Stamp  Plan  would  be 
susoended  March  1,   1943,  but  that  the  School  Lunch  and  Scho-^l  Milk 
plc-ns  w:uld  rem.ain  iporative, 

Jf-nuary  4,  1943:     It  wis  anno-'jnced  tht.t  the  total  civilian  per  capita 
consumption  of  canned  c-o  )ds  w  ^uld  ranfe  between  35.4  and  40.3  pounds  in 
1943;  this  includes  comimercially  canned  fruits  and  vegetables,  canned 
soups,  baked  beans,   and  canned  baby  food. 
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Junuc.ry  6,  1943:     Fo  "O-  Distrituti on  Order  No.  2  ynis  issued  directing 
crct.raery  butter  nL.nuf ticturers  t--'  set  inside  30  "Percent  of  their  monthly 
pr  ')ducti  'R,   if  they  pro.duce-d  ldt^o-  tht-n  1.2 ,00(>. .  p  ;unds  in  i.ny  mnnth  the 
p&st  yet^r,  f'^r  direct  war  purp '"■scs,  be'f  inning  February  1.    About  two -thirds 
bf  the  butter  so  set  aside  f'o.es        the  armed  forces,  *  *  *  *  im  order 
m'..s  also  issued  to  ensure  an  adequate'  supply  of  citrus  fruit  juices  for 
direct  war  requirements  and  so  timing  tlic  distribution  of  civilian  sup- 
plies that  canned  [grapefruit  juice  v\rould  be  available  when,  fresh  fruit 
supplies  were  seas  in'ably  low.     The' pr  odiucti  :.n  .of  : alii xiitrUs  juices  ex- 
cept unc  ^ncentratt:;d  ^.rapefruit  juice  was  reserved  for  wL;.r  requirements 
an.d  canncrs  were  prohibited  from  selling  unc  ~^ncontnA.ted  ^'rapefruit 
-juice  till  after  the  end  of  March. 

January  7,  1943;     Machinery.- v/t.s  established  to  deal  v^ith  temporary  local 
food  shortages  arisinr  f r:.m  maltlistributi -n  of  supplies.     State- and  area 
comxaittees  were  bein;    ^ri-c'jiized  under  the  F.'od  Prculuction  Administration 
to  handle  critical  supply  problems >  to  determine  the  causes  of  local 
shortages,  and  to  recommend  steps  t-s  prevent  recurrence.     Trade  §;roups 
cooperate, 

January  8,  1943:     Pr-^vision  vr^-s  made  t  ■  permit  farmers  in  the  c^mmercistl 
corn  area  to  overplimt  their  corn  allotments  without  penalty,  provir'ed 
.they  harL  ulrcc-dy  plt-nted  their  .(^oal  of  such  war  crops  as  hemp,  flax, 
soybeans,  ^Iry.  beans,  .dry  peas,  tnov  ha.y  and  pasture  for  livestock.  The 
Department  ulsi  f.nn-'>unccd  it  would  support  the  price  of  burley  fr'^^m.  the 
1943  crop  at_a  level  equal  to  Its  feedinf  value  in  relati.:^n  to  corn. 

January  12,.  1943:     F  o*!  i-'istribution  Order  N      6  Wc..s  issued  requiring 
citrus  fruit  handlers  in  Calif ^mic-,  Floridv.,  Texas,  an^I  Arizma.to  set 
aside  specified  quantities  of  lemms,  ;;rapefruit,  .lim"fes,  and  orahres 
except  tang  erines,  for  processinr,  t  ;  effect  maximum  utilization  of 
.existing"  facilities  for  the  production  of  citrus  juices,  especially  con- 
centrates, 'f  or  wi^r  requirements.   *  *  *  *  This  was  Farm  Mobilization  Day 
by  Presidential-. -proclamation.  ,     -  • 

January  17,  1943:    ,  Secretary  Wickurd  s.innounced  the  Department's'  policy 
■-.-n  the  employment  of  d.dlar-a-year  men;  if  emrdoyed,  they  ct-n  have  no 
administrt-tive  responsibility  or  authority  but  must;  be  assipied  to  a 
c  ■•nsult£-.nt *  s  panel,   *  *  *  *  Increased  acreares  of  potatoes,  dry  beans 
and  fresh  trucik  cr  "-ps  v;ere  a  sked  under  a  production-payment  program 
for  plant inr  s  in  excess   ^f  90  and  up  to  110  percent  of  the  goals, 

January  19,  1943:     F -od  Distributi  >n  Order  No.  8 -m^s  issued  on  the  use 
of  milk  cn('.  milk  products  for  the  civilian  producti'm  of  ice  cream.  A 
cut  to  65  percent  of  the  qu'-jitities  usee':  for  this  purpose  during  the 

'  period  Decembt.r  1,   1941  to  Novonber  30,  1942,  was  ordered  t  d  save,  milk 
en  rag.  h  to  produce  97-J-  million  poun.ds  of  butter  and  68  million  p':^unds  of 
dry  .skim  milk  per  yea^r.  ■        .    '  . 

January  20,   1943:     The  Selective  Ser^/ice  Burea  u  of  the  War  Manpower 
C ■.■  ■Lim i s s i on  ann'.^-im c e d  liberalizuti  .>n  of  the  requirements  for  agricul- 
tural deferments.  *  *  *  *  Fooc:  Directive  No,  1  v;as  issued.     Xt  stated 
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that  consumer  r^iti^^ninf^  of  all  fruits,-  fruit  juices,  vegetables,  vege- 
table juices,   s-^ups,  and  baby  foods  had  already  been  autharigecl,  insofar 
as  they  were  packed,  in  hermetically  sealed  c-'ntainers  of  any  type  and 
heat  ste-rilized,  or  v/ere  frozen,   dried,  or  dehydn-ited.     The  following 
items  were  included  in  the  Directive  to  facilitate  the  administrative 
prepart.ti  3ns  for  rationing'  when  necessary;     Fish,  shellfish,  j'-ms, 
jellies,  prese^rves,  fruit  butt'ers,  pickles,  relishes,  and  ct^nne^d  milk, 
"Eativoning  of  these  products  vm.s  not  asked  immediately.  *  *  *  *  The  War 
Production  B-iard  at  tht.  request  of  the  Department,  liberalized,  its  refu- 
lations  -with  re[;L>.rd  t~»  electric  sei%''ice  extensions  to  ftcrmcrs.  Under 
the  new  plan  farms  vdiich  meet  certain  requirements  can  obtain  electric 
service  for  increasin-^  food  production  by  securin^:  approval  of  the 
County  ViTar^  E'T'ard,  •  . 

Januar;/  21,   1945;  ■  A  drive  -v/t.s  announced  t-^  ret  fam  families  to  produce 
;;ind  preserve  as  much  as  p^^ssible  of  their  year's  food  needs.     It  was 
hoped  that  30  million  tons  of  food  c  >uld  be  produced,  by  them  for  heme 
supply  entirely  outside  c-'mmercial  transportation  systems  tjid  processing 
capacity.  *  *  *  *  Additional  fun-'ls  of  from  200  to  225  million  dollars 
were  made  available  at  the  countj'^-  level  throuj-jh  the  Food  Production  i^d- 
ministri-tion  as  credit  for  the  production  of  essential  v/ar time  food  tn  d 
fiber.     Financinf^  is  to  tt.ke  place  throu;;h  the  Reg;ional  .-.rriculturt.! 
Credit  Corporation  of  VJashington,  D.  C,  which  is  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Farm  Credit  ^iflministruti on,  find-  will  be  .supplemental  to  other 
sourcQS  of  credit, 

January  22,  1945^     Secretary's  Memorandum  No.  1054,  Supplement  2,  was 
issued  which  made  some  further  chanres  in  the  or{';aiiiz£-tion  of  the  Depart- 
ment to  facilitate  the  carrying  cut  of  the  national  food  prafrram.  C'om- 
mittees  on  Foreign  Purchuse  un:''.  Importation  ;.nd  on  Domestic  -'■ransportation 
were  created.  *  *  *  *  it  v^ras  announced  that  the  harvest  of  Russian  dande- 
lion roots  from  the  experimental  plantings  made  by  Forest  Service  and 
the  tests  of  them  carriod  on  z.t  the  Stistem  Regional  Res^^arch  Laboratory 
had  progressed  favorably* 

JeoTiU-ar^,.'-  23,  1943;.   Food  Distribution  Order  ITo.  11  wa.s  issued  to  effect 
mi Ik-ma rke t ing  e con omy ,  to  eliminate  packages  below  one  qus.rt  deliver- 
able to  consumers,  to  limit  large--scale  purchasers  to  two  .handlers 
unless  they  buy  in'  excess  of  300  quarts  from  each,  and  to  enforce  other 
procedures  to  render  milk  m^arketing  more  efficient  and  economical. 

Januarj^  25,  1943:     tinified  responsibility  for  supplying,  labor  for  war 
production  on  farms  was  £.ivcn  to  the  Secretury  of  Agriculture  by  the 
Chainnan  of  the  V/ur  Manpov/er  Commission,  consolidating  functions  pre- 
viously divided  between  the  United  States  Employment  Service  and  the 
Department  of  Agriculture,     Opertiting  responsibility  for  recruiting  and 
placing  farm  labor,  the  determination  of  needs  and  areas  of  supply,  the 
'transportation  of  ft. rm  workers  to  shortage  j-re-is,  and  the  determination 
of  vrc.r-essentiL^l  crops  were  thus  brought  together    in  the  Department 
which,  unc^.er  a  previous  directive  from  the  Director  '^f  Economic  Stabili-" 
zation,  t..lso  hus  responsibility  for  dealing  mth  fam  m.ges. 
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Janui-ry  26,  1943*  An  incontive*payment  program  v/us  announced  to  obtain 
greater  production  of  sv/eetpotatoes ,  soybeiins,  grain  sorf,huiiis,  peanuts, 
flax,  and  dried  peas.  The  pu.yments  arc  to  total  100  million  dollars 
and  are  to  be  n.ude  to  famers  who  produce  in  excess  of  SO  and  up  to  100 
percent  of  their  £:oals.  The  ^'oals  were  at  the  same  time  increased,  the 
incentive  payment  beinr;  offered  to  compensate  farmers  for  their  added 
costs  in  achieving;  the  increased  ■f'pals, 

Jc-.nuary  27,  1943:     The  School  Lunch  Pro ram  was  so  chanf;ed  thiit  here- 
after  sponsoring  or{;anizations  will  purchase  food  supplies  from  local 
merchants  and  farmers  and  be  reimbursed  by  the  Food  -distribution  Admin- 
istration. *  *  *  *  A  progr£i.m  W£i.s  announced  to  increase  the  acreage  of 
designated  truck  and  vegetable  crops  for  fresh  consumption,     The  crops 
included  carrots,  snap  beans,  lim;..  beans,  beets,  tomatoes,   cabbage,  onions, 
and  green  pet.s  grovm  for  fresh  consumption.     Incentive  payments  will  be 
offered  for  plantings  in  excess  of  90  and  up  to  110  percent  of  goals, 
and  also  for  planting  tv;o  sucowssive  crops  on  thti  Scime  acreage  during 
the  period,  February  1,  1943-»-September  1,  1943^ 

J^inuary  28,  1943;     The  Department,  through  the  Commodity  Credit  Corpora- 
tion, offered  special  price  support  to  gro7\rers  of  tomatoes,  peas,  sweet 
corn,  and  snap  beans  for  processing.     It  mil  pui*chase  the  output  of 
processors  certified,  to  have  paid  specified  minimum  prices  to  growers, 
and  then  resell  to  the  canners,  at  prices  to  be  announced,  at  a  discount 
sufficient  to  permit  them  to  pay  the  growers.     Growers  must  contract 
mth  certified  Ci-.nncrs  to  assure  themselves  of  price  support.  Farmers 
^vere  urged  to  contn-ict  for  all  acreag,Q  necessary  to  enable  processors 
to  operate  at  CcvpE'.city, 

January  30,  1943;    A  supolemental  price-support  progn.m  was  announced 
to  increase  the  acreage  of  dried  peas  by  the  use  of  incentive  payments, 

January  31,  1943*  ivn  additional  three  million  cases  of  evapora.ted  milk 
vrcs  released  to  civilian  consumers  from  stocks  held  by  the  Food  Distri- 
bution iic'jninistration, 

February  3,  1943;     It  was  announced  that  the  price  of  potatoes  would  be 
supported  at  92  percent  -^f  parity  in  order  to  increa-se    .production  to 
fill  viTc.rtimu  demands,. 

Februfiry  5,  1943:     A  program  of  special  advances  v/as  announced 
to  enc  .'urti-ge  the  ad(.litional  ^^roduction  of  specif  ied  imr  crops,  and  to 
insure  producers  against  loss  on  high-risk  crops  or  crops  they  would 
not  otherwise  undertake  to  grov/.     The  advances  will  be  extended  through 
the  cr-unty  VJar  Boards  and  the  Regional  j^c^ricultural  Credit  Corporation 
of  the  Farm  Credit  ivdnini  strati  on.     The  .follovvring  crops  were  specified; 
Potat^'Cs  v/herc  the-   fara  g-'al  is  3  acres  or  m')re,  soybeans  for  beuns,  flax 
for  seed  or  fiber,  peanuts  to  be  htirvcsted  and  picked,  hemp  for  seed  or 
fiber,   dry  beans,  ('.ry  peas  excluding  wrinkled  varieties,  castor-^bcuns, 
tmatoos,   snap  be^vns,   limu  beans,  ;3eus,   carrots  for  processing  or  fresh 
s^Jc,   cabbage,,  sweet  com,  and  table  boots,  the  last  three  for  processing 
onlv. 

1/ 


*  .. .. 

Februc^ry  6,  1943 >    Southern  ft.rmcrs  wore  asked  to  plant  £'^s  much  of  their 
1943  f^i.rm-  cotton  L^llotments  {..s  possible,  thouf.h  not  to  exceed  them,  fifter 
meeting  special  war-crop  (;oals.     This  is  to  increase  yields  of  cottonseed 
oil  and  meal  and  cotton  linters,  *  *  *  *  Food  i^istributi on  Order  No,  14 
wj^s  issued  reserving;  25  percent  of  the  peanut-oil  production  ut  the  point 
of  refining;  to  assure  adequate  quantities  for  essenti  al  war  uses* 

February  7^  1943;     Cooperative  arrangements  were  announced  whereby  the 
basic  f'oofl  research  needed  by  the  Army  C^uartermaster  Corns  und  the  Navy 
Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts  can  be  conducted  by  the  Agricultural 
Research  Administration,     Two  onsultint-;  committees  were  t.  p^^- -minted  to 
cc^operate  v;ith  i^nd  advise  the  Director  of  the  aRAs   .?ne  onsistinr  of  out* 
standing  experts  in  nutrition  t^nd  the  other  of  food^proces sing -Indus try 
research  personnel, 

February  8,  1943:     The  Cheddar  cheese  industry  Wc.s  directed  to  set  aj?ide 
one -half  of  its  monthly  prnduction  for  ddrect  war  use  under  Food  Distri- 
bution Order  No,  15  v/hich  boc->mes  effective  February  15,    Domestic  consump- 
tion of  c.ll  cheese  by  civilians  is  expected  to  be  approximately  four- 
fifths  of  the  1941  consumption.     Manufacturers  of  less  than  8,000  pounds 
of  Cheddar  monthly  are  not  included,     Prosoective  per  cfipita  consumption 
for  1945  is  4.8  pounds  as  compared  with  6.4  in  1942,  about  6  in  1938-39, 
5.3  in  1935,  and  a  1935-39  averaf,e  of  5.6  p  lunds,   *  *  *  *  The  Secretary 
issued  a  directive  dclc^:utini_*  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  respon- 
sibility for  the  catching,  harvestinj;:,  and  processing  of  fish  and  reserv- 
ing; t^  the  Departm.ent  of  Af^riculturc  the  avartime  functions  of  allocution, 
reservation  limitation.  Federal  Procurement,  and  containi-r  supply.  The 
Fish  anfl  'iii'ildlif  u-  Service  and  the  FDA  will  work  in  close  co -operation* 

*  *  *  ii  f;,oal  of  18,000,000  Victor^/  Garilens  wus  set  up  as  compared  with 
15,000,000  in  1942, 

February  9,  1943;    An  Inter-Agency  Food  Procurement  Committee  was  created 
c -insistinf:  of  representatives  of  princint;!  Government  a^-encies  buying 
fo-'d  for  war  purposes.     It  consists  of  members  from  the  Food  Distribution 
jrxdmini  strati  on,  the  Director  of  which  is  Chtdrman,  the  Y^Tar  Department, 
the  Nav^/  Department,  the  Marine  Corps,  the  Veterans^  Administration,  the 
YiTar  Production  Board,  the  Board  ')f  Economic  l/^arfare,  the  Office  of  Price 
Aviministration,  and  the  Commodity  Credit  Corpondion, 

February  14,  1943;     The  prof^ram  desif-nud  t^  mobilize  more  than  3-|-  million 
workers  to  hel;>'  farmers  meet  the  Nati.m's  increased  f'>od  an^-.  fiber  re- 
quirem.ents  for  1943  was  announced.     This  program  com.plies  vfith  the  ViTar 
Mc-.n->ov»rer  C -.rnird s s i on '  s  directive  assipninr  the  Department  reso-onsibility 
for  farm  labor.     It  is  '-esigned  to  provide  year-round,  seasmal,  and 
erne  r g  en  cy  ha  rv  e  s  t  v«r  ^  r k  e  r  s 

February  17,  1943;     The  castor-bean  seed-orodiuction  orogram  v/as  announced, 
deisigned  to  produce  a  stockoile  of  approximately  3  million  pounds  of 
pure  variety  castor-beans  for  plixitinf.  purposes. 


Februiiry  2G,  1945;  the  Secretary's  request  dry  edible  beans,  dry 

peas ,  lentils,  c.ncl  dehydnt  ed  and  d.iry  so.ups  were  added  to  the  list  of 
foods  ti  be  rci-ticned  to  consunors  by •  the:  OPA  bcf.inniiig  March  1,  be- 
cause of  heavy  demands  by  -our  aririod  forces  and  the  Russian  Army  for 
dry  beans  and -^dry  peas.,       -  .  .  . 

February  25,  1945;     The  I)epe.rtinent  of  A(;ri culture  c-.nd  the  Office  of  • 
Ed.u ca ti on  ann ?un ce d  their  joint  campai|_;n  to  recruit  from  500,000  to' 
650,000  Victory  Farm  Volunteers  amon^:  non-farm  youth  to  do  farm  work 
durinc:  the  sprinr  und  summer  months .  "^he.se  m  11 'be  -part  of  the  U.\S^» 
■  Cr  "^p  Corps,  *  *  *.  *  Idheat  marketing  . quotas  wore  susp^ended  in  a  move. 
to  insure  adequate  food  and.  feed  supplies,  • 

March  1,  1945;     An  Arricultural  I/^bor  Administration  was  created  in  the 
Department  to  be  resp-)nsible  for  the  development  and  direction  of  £-11 
phases  of  its  farm  labor  prof.:ram.     It  took  over  su,ch  work  previously 
carried  on  by  the  A[;ricultur£vl  Labor  Branch  of  the  FPA,  and  vdll  inte- 
{;ratc  farm  labor  work  d  >ne  by  the  FDii,  'the  FSA,  ^and  the  Extension 
Service,  or  elsewhere. in  the  Department,  — 

March  5,  1945;    A  three-p  "dnt  pro^*ram  to  n  re  vent  black  market  operations 
m^s  announced  as  oart  of  a  nati.)nal  meat-manaj-ement  "olan.     It  involved 
livestock  slauf.hter  under  _a  permit  systcmj   complete  records  of  all  opera- 
tions of  slaughterers;  and  ,the  settin-f,  aside  for  war  use  of  desif^nated 
percentaf-es  .if  thei  r.  pi*o  duct  ion  by  slaunhtcrcrs  operating  undor  Federal 
. inspection,  -  • 

March  8,  1945;     It  m.s  announced  th--t  farm  families  enlisted  in  the 
1945  f)od  pr^i  duct  ion  ])rof;ram  vdll  be  awcirdod  a  Certificate-  of  Farm  War 
Service  in  rocjr;nition  c-.f •  their  efforts, 

March  10,  1945;    Announcement  was  made  of  a  meetinf;  of  fatty  oils  manu- 
facturers  v/ith  Department  representatives  in  Washin|i'ton  to  discuss  ways 
and  means  of  c.-)mbatinr,  th<;  shorta^-e  of  fcits  and  oils;  the  expi-jision  of 
tall  oil  rofinin^^;  capacity  wt^s  pro]H!sed,  this  bein^;  a  pulpw.tod  by-product 
which  can  be  used  as  an  "extender"  of  fats  and  oils, 

*March-ll,  1945:     The  Secretary  auth^'^rized  the  CPA  to  institute  rationing 
of  meats,  edible  fats  and  oils  including,  butter,  .  cheese,  and  canned 
fish  on  or  before  ivpril  1,  " 

March  15,  1945;    A  '■)rice-support  pro:-.; ram  to  facilitate^  increased  pro- 
ducti'^n  and  ..ricossinp  of  canning:  vegetables  in  1945  vn.'.s  announced, 
super sedinf,  the  o.roc'ram  announced  January  28  last.     The  prociram  assures 
farmers  20  to  50  percent  hi^-'lte- r  pri  ces  f  :;r  the  ir  6rops  than  in  1942. 
and  protects  cannors  a^-ainst  losses  due  to  increased  cost  of  rav/  -roducts, 
Crc/ps  involved  are;     T  'matoos,  sweet  com,  $nap  be^jis,  r;reenpeas,  lima 
beans,  boots,  carrots,  and  cabba^-e  for  kraut.     CCC  xvill  buy  raw  materials 
from  canncrs  to, supo-^rt  '  rices  and  then  re-sell  to  ttem  at  1942  price^s, 
OPii  c -'llaborates      th  the  Department  in '  the  pro^^r'am  • 


March  16,  19^5 1  The  Standing  Agricultural  Coiicnittee  of  Canada  and  the  United' 
States  of  America,  consisting  of  officials  of  both  countries,  vt&s  established 
to  coordinate  production  and  distribution  policies  of  the  two  countries. 


I.Iaroh  2j5,  1^^ i  Food  Distribution  Order  40  was  issued  providing 
eggs  in  cold  storage  on  May  31  shall  be  set  aside  for  soverrjnent? 


that  all  shell 
May^  31  shall  be  set  aside  for  goverrjnental  agencies, 
i'his  ms  done  on  the  basis  of  information  that  st^orage  had  so  increased  in 
recent  v^-eeks  that  the  heav^^  moveinent  of  shell  eggs  into  storage  adversely 
affected  civilian  supplies.    Food  Distribution  Oi-xier  41  v/as  issued  reserving 
the  entire  1943  production  of  sparaywprocess  dried  T/hole  eggs  for  deliver^''  to' 
govommental  agencies.    It'alg-o  liniited  production  of  frozen  and  liquid  eggs, 
dried  yolks,  dried  albumen,  and  pan^^ried' whole  eggs  to  the  quantities  pro*» 
duced  and  sold  for  coi-nrnercial  use  in  1942,  but  it  will  not  reduce  the  quantity 
of  such  products  £ivuilable  for  civilian  use  below  the  civilian  consximption  level 
of  1942, 

March  24,  1945 1    The  transfer  of  the  Nutrition  Division  of  the  Office  of  Defonso 
Health  and  Welfare  Service  to  the  Depai-i;3nont 's  Food  Distribution  Administration 

amiouncod,  pursuant  to  Executive  Order  9310,  issued  hy  the  President  on 
Rs-rch  9,    The  Division  will  form  the  nucleus  of  a  Nutrition  and  Food  Consei'vation 
Branch  in  the  FDA,  vrhich  will  attampt  to  align  every  kitchen  in  the  Hation  with 
the  war  food  progi'aiii, 

March  26,  194^'      ^'ho  President's  Ej:ecutive  Order  established  an  Administration 
of  Fooa  prc„      '.on  and  Distribution  consolidating  the  former  Food  Production 
Administrato-^n  (except  Farra  Credit  Adirani  strati  on).  Food  Distribution  Admin* 
istration,  Coniincdity  Credit  Corporation,  and  Extension  Service.    The  Admin- 
istrator of  Food  Production  and  Food  Distribution  v/ill  liold'pov;ers  conferred 
on  the  Secretary  by  the  Executive  Order  of  ©scomber  5,  1942,  including  those 
with  respoct  to  fann  snanpovmr  and  labor.    The  Socrotary  will  continue  as  a 
nember  of  H^PB,  chairman  of  the  Intcr-Dcpart^iental  Committee,  and  United  States 
2'GprcscntativG  on  the  Combined  Food  BoaM,  ~  " 

March  5Q^  ^^'^^  Food  Distribution  Administration  announced  it  wo-ald  soon 

release  tv;o  million  cases  of  canned  fruits  and  vegetables  to  augment  civilian 
supplies,  *  *  *  *  'njnQ  TJy.bber  Director  and  the  •Socrotar;^.'-  of  Agriculture  jointly 
amiTiOunced  that  the  Guayulc  Smorgoncy  Rubber  Program  is  to  bo  curtailed  to 
minimize  interference  with  f ood*»cr^"-ps  production.    Such  high-grade,  irrigated 
land  leased  but  not  already  planted  to  gua^njile  mil  be  turned  back  to  o'imors 
or  subleased  for  food  productiont    No  further  lands  vdll  be  leased  for  the 
rubber  project, 

Apr:  1  19,  1943 ;  A  supplement  to  Executive  Order  No.  9322  •^.f  Ife^rch  26,  named 
the  nevj-  Department  food  agency  tho  War  Food  Administrr.tion  and  clarified  the 
pov/ors  and  functions  of  tho  Secretary  of  Agrioulture.  and  the  Vfar  Food  Admin* 
istrator^ 

April  30^  -^^^         arjiounced  a  ncy/  organization  under  a  deputy  admin* 

istrator  to  administer  tho  farm  labor  program* 


•  14  - 

May  10^  1943 t    The  IWk  established  an  Office  of  Materials  and  Facilities  und6r 
a  deputy  administrator  to  have  charge  of  all  programs  csonc erne d  with  supplies, 
machinery,  equipment,  materials,  and  facilities  usSd  in  producing  and  process- 
ing f  ood#  *  *  *  The  ARA  a.nnounced  that  apple  sirup,  which  its  scientists 
developed  to  make  use  of  off-grade  fruit  and  apple  waste,  ivas  in  large-scale 
oomraercial  production  and,  airiong  other  things,  Yv-as  being  used  by  the  tobacco 
indust-r^f  to  replace  glycerin  needed  in  making  explosives, 

I^Iay  15,^^  "^^^^  administrators  in  chax"ge  of  food  production  and  food  dis- 

trTbirbToiT  activities  became  members  of  the  Executive  Staff  of  the  WFA,  fi*  *  * 
The         announced  an  improved  method 'for  dehydrating  natural  AiTierican  cheddar 
cheese  for  Lend-Lease  and  other  uses,  whi.oh  will  release  spray-drying  equip- 
;,uent  for  drying  other  foods, 

Mav  17,  1943 t    A  War  Meat  Board  was  established  to  facilitate  the  handling  of 

r    \'\\%%  I.  ■    II    ^ ..     r    1.   Ill  iiiii<i    I  ^ 

the  Naiiion's  meat  sup;oly,  as  7jas  jointly  announced  by  the  WFA  and  the  OPA, 

Hay  18,  1943:    The  APA  announced  a  now  t^'pe  of  lignin  plastic  which  can  be 
made  from  farm.  Tjr.stes  and  used  to  replace  metal  for  m.any  purposes,  including 
som.G  military,  'The  Northv'rn' Regional  Research  Laboratory  had  made  the  plastic 
from  cornstalks,  Yrtieat  straw,  flax  shivos,  and  other  fibrous  materials, 

!iay  19,  1945 1  The  WA  sharply  roduced  the  quantities  of  canned  fruits  and 
vege-ca'bles  uliat  canners  must  sot  aside  from  1943  production  for  Government 
requirem.ents  , 

May  25,  1943 »    The  War  Food  Administrator  asked  G-ovemors  and  Commissioners 
of  Agriculture  in  flood-stricken  States  of  the  m.iddlo  I^ssissippi  basin  to 
m.eet  mth  his  porsonal  representative  on  May  26  to  formulate  a  joint  Foderal- 
Stato  program,  for  1943  food  production  in  the  flooded  areas. 

May  26,  1945;    The  WFA  and  the  iliPB  amiounced  a  program,  to  relieve  formers* 
lumber  needs  for  essential  repair  and  construction,  the  latter  extending  a 
AA-2  preference  rating  for  delivery  of  500,000,000  board  feet 'of  lumber 
duri"..g  June  to  September,  on  authorized  purchase  certificates,  the  distri- 
bution phase  of  the  program,  being  handled  by  the  WP'A,  *  *  *  *  The  WFA  announced 
the  appointment  of  a  Director  of  Transportation  to  act  as  the ■ Administrator's 
direct  representative  in  coordrlnating  the  transpoi'l^atioja  work  of  its  constituent 
agencies , 

Mav  28^  "^^^"^^     -^^^^  ''^'i'k  announced  measures  are  being  provided  to  requisi-tion 
id.i3  fana  machinery  where  ne-cessary  to  make  it  avr.ilable  for  purchase  by 
famers  in  need  of  it  or  vfno  can  put  it  to  full  use,  *      *      The  Fores-fc 
Service  announced  coiiipletion  of  oxperimontal  plantings  of  four  selected 
strains  of  goldenrod,  totaling  650  acres,  as  part  of  the  em.ergency  rubber 
p  rog  ram, 

4 

^  }k:.y  31,  1945 :    Discontinuance  of  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  sales  of  wheat 
for  feed  alfter  May  31,  except  to  take  care  of  emergency  situations,  was 
announced       the  WFA, 
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tJiuie  3y  "^^'^  Beverages  and  'i^obacco  Division  of  t!ifj  WPB  became  part,  of  the 

I'cs'  irunctions  to  be  aininistered  by  the  FDA.  -  •• 

-» 

June  16^  1943;    The  WFA  took  eniergency  action  to  keep  oom-processing  plants 
supplied  Tvioh  corn  needed  in  the  producti6n  of  ^^^r  products  .'    At  <the  sanje  tine 
it  called  all  loans  on  the  1942  crop  corn,  loans  to  be  paid  or  the  corn  delivered 
to  the  CCC  not  later  than  July  15,  *  *  *  *  jhe  ARk  announced  a  method  of  producing 
alcohol  from  Y;heat  without  the  addition  of  malt,  v;ith  the  possibility  of 
separating  protein  and  starch  at  the  beginning  of  the  alcohol  proolsea#\Mf -^this 
could  be  done  commercially  at  low  expense,  a  large  quantity  of  protein  ^*or  livestckk 
tcGd  and  other  uses  could  be. made  available  before  distillation  instead 'rjf  being 
recovered  fran  distiller^s  slop  as  at  present. 

June  25,  1945,;  'An  Office  of  Labor  v;as  established  in  the  WA  to  cari'^.^  out  all 
labor,  rao.npowor,  and  v;age-stabilization  programs  heretofore'  carried  out  by 
various  agencies  of  the  Administration.  '  — 

June  25,  1943;    The         announced  requisitioning  corn  stocks  in  96  midYrestem' 

t e mina  1'  e'l'e v'a t o r s  in  a  further  effort  to  got  corn  to  vital  processing  plants^     •  ■  ■■ 

the  supply  obtajjiod  to  be  allocated  later  by  the  Adiainist ration. 

July  8,  194-5;  announced  its  intention  to  purchase  canned  vegetables  tomatoes, 

toLiato  juice,  tomato  pulp,  tomato  paste,  sweet  corn,  snap  beans,  green  peas,  lima 
beans,  beets,  and  carrots  -  under  a  price-support  program. 

July  lo,  1S45;    \WA  aftnounced  the  1944  all-out  food-production  program  which 
involved'  planning  380,000,000  acres  to  crops. 

Jul;.;-  2  6,  1943 ;  The  Secretary-  a:.inounced  flood-restoration  loans  designed  to 
enable  fa  mors  to  pvii^  their  flood-damaged  faj^.s  back  into  cultivation  in  12 
midwestern  and  southern  States, 

July  51,  1943 y    Food  Distribution  Order  71  was  issued  placing  a  temporar-y  em.bargo 
on  the  sale,"  purchase,  and  processing  of  turkeys,  to  enable  the  armed  forces  to 
secure  their  requirements.  ♦  ' 

August  9,  1945;    77FA  announced  the  allocation  to  civilians  of  twelve  times  the  Soya 
pr  od  u  c  t  G  a  va  i  1  a  bio  last  year  to  strengthen  the  wartrme' diet  •  -  '  '  ' 

August  10,  1945;    Details  of  the  hew,  over-all  program  for  licensing  livestock 
slaughterers ex f octivo  -t'-aigust  15,  were  announced  by  7?FA. 

August  14,  1943 ;    The  Food  industries  Ls.bor  Branch  v/as  transferred  from  FDA  to 
WfA's  Office'  of  Lo.bor. 

August  18,  1943;    The  turkey  embargo  order  v-'as  tightened  by  amendment  'to  restrict 
all  sales  to  civilians  after  August  21  until  the  armed  forces '  requirement  for 
oversea  shipment  is  met. 
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August  24^1  ^.^'^''^^    "^'-^  announced  a  potato  loan  program  to  insure  grower^  of  returns 
as'  high  as  tke  support  prioos  announced  at  planting  time  would  provide,  and  to 
assure  orderly  distribution  of  this  year's  record  crop^ 

Au;j;ust  25,  1943s    WA  established  the  National  War  Board, 

August  2  6^  Office  of  *Yar  Board  Services  v/as  established  in  7fFA  under  a 

Direotor, 

Augu  3 1  5  Q»  1      ;    Attention  v/as  called  to  the  fact  that  Federal  standards  would 
require'  h  liigiibr  level  of  enric}iincnt  in  the  manufacture  of  white  broad  after 
Octobor  1,  in  conformit3r  vdth  new  standards  for  enriched  flour  prescribed  under  the 
Fooci,  Din,igs,  and  Cosmetic  Act, 

August  31,  1945;    The  butter  set -a  side  quota  was  lov/erod  from  30  to  20  percent  of 

3 ept emb e  r  p  r odu  ct i  on  « 

S ept omb er  1 ,  1 945 ;    Livustoch  slaughter  quotas  were  suspended  for  tr.Yo  months, 

September  6,  1945;    WA  announced  its  purahase  program  for  12  classes  of  1943- 

crop  (dry  ecj'iblc  "beans. 

September  7,  1 t    ^^^^  announced  that  1,600,000  placements  .  of  ^rorkers  had  been 
m.^do'cn  xiiaorican  farms  through  the  Government  farm-labor  program  during  the  past 


?our  months. 


S opt ember  8,  1943:    l^A  authorized  the  Director  of  Food  Distribution  to  regulate 
e:!paii,ainV  f luicl-milk  sales  through  a  system  of  dealer  quotas ♦ 

September  18^^  *  -^"^  "^^^  announced  that  there  would  be  no  marketing  quotas  for 
'  he~134S  00 rn'  crop. 


September  24,  1945;    WPA  announced  its  over-all  organizational  set-up.    It  ■'.ms 

mc.de  clear  tlia^  i)epartm.ent  staff  and  service  agencies  fonn  part  of  and  serve  the 
1(FA  o^^-t  as  they  do  the  USDA# 

October  1,  1945;    YfFA  announced' the  general  provisions  of  a  pa^/mont  program  •       .  ■  • 
c ;?f b 0 1 i VG '  Dctobe r  IwDec ember  31,  1943,  to  protect  dairy  fansiers  against  increases 
in  the  prices  of  dairy  feeds  above  t?io  level  of  September  1942, 

October  4,  1945j    Potatoes  were  named  a  national  Victory  Food  Selection,  October  21 

to  Kovbmber  6,  in  view  of  an  all-tim.e  high  record,  crop  and  the  need  for  conserving 

•oart  thereof  in  homo  storap;o, 

■  ■  i 

Ootobor  6,  1943;    The  functions  of  ?!fFA  And  CCC  T/ith  .i-cspect  to  the  procurement 
ann  (ievelophen^  of  food,  food  maohiner^r,  and  other  food  facilities  in  foreign 
countries  was  trans fej-red  to  and  consolidated  in  the  Foreign  Eoonomio  Admin-* 
istration. 
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October  14,  1943;    V/FA  announced  the  formation  of  an  Inter-Agency  Committee 
on  Food'' for  V«'orkers  to  aid  in  the  program  of  providing  food  needed  by  industrial 
-;7orkers,  thus  assurin-'^' the  highest  efficiency  in  production.    It  includes  repro- 
sentativen  of  WA,  WPB,  OPA,  and  WIC*    The  Director  of  the  PDA  is  chairman* 

October  2d,  1945;    By  General  Departinental  Circular  No,  14  the  Administrative 
(iounc i  1  and  its  i'unc ti ons  were  reconstituted.    Its  alternate  chairmen  are  now 
Assistants  to  the  Secretary  and  the  War  Food  Administration,    Its  other  memberi 
are  th©  Directors  of  Finance  and  Budget  Office,  Personnel,  and  Information;  the 
Solicitor;    the  Chief  of  the  Office  of  Plant  and  Operations;    and  the  Land  Use 
Coordinator, 

October  29,  194-3:    The  President,  'by  Executive  Order  amending  previous  Order  IIo. 
9334,  made  the  War  Food  Administrator  the  United  States  member  of  the  Combined 
Food  Board,  with  the  Secretary  as  neutral  chainnan,  designated  both  officials 
members  of  the  War  Production  Board,  abolished  the  Food  Advisor^'-  ComrJiittee  and 
the  Inter-Agency  Allocations  Committee,  and  set  up  a  Food  Requirements  and 
Allocations  Comi'.iittee  to  pass  on  all  domestic  and  foreign  claims  for  food  from 
U,  S.  sources  jji^llFA,    On  the  same  day  the  vYar  P'ood  Administrator  appointed  the 
Director  of  FDA  chairman  of  this  new  committee  and  also  designated  -him  the  Admin- 
istrator's personal  representative  and 'deputy  on  the  Combined  Food  Board*  (See 
also  Administrator's  Memorandum  ?To,  30,  dated  October  28, '1943),  ^  t¥  *  ^  By 
Administrator's  Memorandum  Uo,  31,  dated  October  29,  1943,  the  Inunctions  of  the 
State  and  County  War  Boards  were  reassif;;ned  and  redefined;    so  also  Trere  those 
of  Administrative  and  Department  line  arenoies  in  the  field, 

November  6,  1943;    Under  Supplement  1  to  Administrator's  Memorandum  l^o,  27, 
dated  llovomber  6,  1943,  the  name  of  the  Office  of  Labor  Supply  -vms  changed  back 
to  Office  of  Labor,  minor  changes-  Y/Cre  made  in  the  functions  of  the  Offices  of 
Budget  and  .Finance  and  of  Personnel,  and  the  Office  of  Land  Use  Coordination 
Yt-us  added  to  the  list  of  U3DA-WA  service  and  staff  agencies, 

December  1,  1943:    Administrator's  Memoi-andum  No,  27,  Supplement  2,  v;as  issued 
defining  the  functions  of  the  Office  of  Transportation  and  stating  that  this 
Office  formed  part,  of  the  ••Office  of  the  Y7ar  Food  Administrator  and  ivas  not  one 
of  the  *YFA  program  agencies  « 

Deoeraber  4,  1943;    "i^A  announced  a  series  of  steps  to  be  taken  as  part  of  the 
Governmont  livestock-feed  conservation  program.*    These  involved  elimination  of 
CCC  subsidies  paid  on  corn  moving  from  surplus  to.  eastern  and  southern  dofitit 
areas;    an  increase  in  the  price  of  feed  ^/^rheat;    and  an  offer  to  buy  com  during 
the  •  remaii-uier  of  1943  at  the  old  ceiling  price  in  approximately  150  counties 'dh 
the  fringe  .of  the  Corn  Belt  v.'here  the  new  com  ceiling,  effective  Deoem.ber  6, 
amounts  to  a  price  reduction.    The  program  is  designed  to  bring  prices  of  .various 
feed  grains  more  nearly  into  lino  with  one  another,  so  as  to  use  and  conserve 
those  grains  as  efficiently  as  possible  and  make  more  feed  available  in  def ieit . 
areas, 
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Dacenher  18,  1945;    Food  Production  Order  ITo,  9  vras  issued  by  "JfFA  to  effect  better 

distribution  of  protein  meal  among  livestock  and  poultry/  feeders  and  among  mixed- 
feed  manufacturers •                                                             *            •       ;  , 

December  50,  1945;    Administrator's  Memoi-andum  iTo»  11,  revised,  -Supplement  2;  dis- 
continued the  Office  of  War  Board  Services,  transferred  the  pei-sonnel  to  FPA,  and 
the  functions  to  the  Chairman  of  the  National  Tfar  Board » 

January/:  1,  1944;     General  Departmental  Circular  !To.  21  transferred  the  functions; 
personnel,  property  and  records  of  the  Office  of  Land  Use  Coordination  to  the 
immediate  Office  of  the  Secretary, 

Janu'^-.ry  5,  1944;    'MPA  issued  its  statement  on  its  ovm  and  privately  oTmed  food 
stocks, 

J'j-nuary  12,  1944;    Administrator's  llemorandum.  No,  31,  revised.  Supplement  1,  was 
Issliec".  to  supplement  llem.orandum.  Ho,  31  regarding  the  coordination  of  activities 
carried  on  through  State  and  County  War  Boards, 

Januar;"  19,  1944:    The  spring  program  on  unrationed  and  low-poiiit  foods  v/as 
annoimced.    The  idea  is  to  create  larger  sales  of  unrationed  a:^d  low-point  foods 
and  to  advise  the  public  that  the  most  practical  method  of  sharing  our  food  suppler 
is  to  emphasize  available  and  more  plentifii.l  foods  which  are  unrationed  or  of 
low-point  value, 

January  21,  1944;    Administrator's  llemorandum  Ho,  27,  Supplement  4,  changed  the 
name  "of  the  Food  Production  Administration  and  the  Food  Distribution  Administration 
to  the  Offioe  of  Production  and  the  Office  of  Distribution,  respectively;  re- 
defined the  functions  of  these  offices  and  of  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporationj  and 
established  an  Office  of  Price  to  deal  mth  problems  relating  to  the  approval  of 
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maxim.um  prices  for,  and  price  support  of,  agricultural  c6r.Ti?xOdities ,    The  Soil 
Conservation  Service,  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Agency,  and  tlie  Farm  Security 
Admxinistration  bocamie  independent  agencies  in  the  Y/ar  Food  Administration, 

"anuary  24,  1944;    To  facilitate  the  execution  of  changes ' prescribed  in  Admin- 
istrator's I"em.orandum  27,  Supplement  4,  issued  January  21,  an  Administrative 
yOmmittoG  vras  establislvod  under  the  chaimanship  of  Wilson  Covrcn,  Assistant  Yfar 
Food  Adm.inistrator ,      *  ^he  functions  of  the  Intor-Agonc^r  Information  Committee 
were  announced.    This  Committee  consists  of  representatives  of  War,  Havy,  "WB,  VJllG^ 
IhB,  PA^f,  Interior,  ODT,  PJ^C,  SSS,  OPA,  Treasury,  OFS,  FH/i,  maritime  Commission, 
War  Shipping  Admanistration,  FSA  etc.,  and  its  purpose  is  to  increase  the  flow  of 
government  infon-nation  about  production  and  emplojrment  problems, 

Januai-^-  2S,  1944;    ''/FA' announced  proposed  1944  support  prices  for  farm  products, 

Janw.ry  29,  1944;    A  Department  poultry  Comanittee  vm.s  announced  under  the  chair- 
manshi;-  of  W.  D,  Termohlon,  Office  of  Distribution,  with  representatives  of  both 
//FA  ana.  USDA,  to  serve  as  a  central  point  of  reference  for  approprit^ise  matters 
re  latin;;  to  poultr:/  and  eggs,  and  to  i*acilitate  the  inter  phange  of  information  and 
lis cuss ion  of  operating  problems  and  programs  which  concern  more  than  one  agency 
of  the  Department, 
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February  17,  1944 ^    \WA  announced  proposed  1944  support  prices  for  hay  and  pasture 
seeds,  subject  to  subsequent  act  of  Congress  providing  funds. 

February  18,  1944;    WA  announced  proposed  1944  support  prices  for  vegetables  for 
canning  and  for  canned  vegetables,  subject  to  later  act  of  Congress  making  pro- 
vision for  carrying  out  this  program, 

March  2,  1944?  The  Office  of  Materials  and  Facilities  was  designated  by  General 
Departmental  Circular  31  to  represent  ''vFA  and  the  Department  in  all  matters 
pertai ling  to  the  distribution  of  surplus  materials,  equipment,  and  facilities 
availaole  for  release  by  the  armed  forces  and  other  governmental  agencies,  and  was 
directed  to  formulate  and  administer  a  program  for  the  effective  use  thereof. 

March  4,  1944t    I'VFA  announced  1944  support  prices  on  farm  products,  these  proposals 
hv.ving  hitherto  been  contingent  upon  action  by  Congress  making  provision  to  carry 
them  out.    Congress  had  now  taken  such  action  and  the  price  schedules  became 
effective.    A  complete  summary  of  the  support-price  program  was  thereupon  issued. 

March  9,  1944;    Existing  organizations  in  the  Office  of  Distribution  7/ere  regrouped 
to  define  responsibilities  and  authority  more  clearly,  and  to  streamline  admin- 
istration.   Deputy  Directors  for  Commodity  and  Industry  Regulation,  for  Supply, 
for  Civilian  Programs,  and  for  Management  were  named,  and  7/FA's  food  procurement 
and  disposition  functions  were  centralized  at  the  same  time.    A  newly  created 
Procurement  Branch  under  the  Deputy  Director  for  Supply  became  responsible  for  all 
food  purchasing  and  disposition  of  commodities  for  the  Office  of  Distribution. 

March  18,  1944}    The  duties,  responsibilities,  and  functions  of  the  Office  of 
Production  were  outlined  in  Administrator's  Memorandum  27,  supplement  6.  This 
superseded  Administrator's  Memorandum  26  and  all  other  memoranda  previously  issued, 
insofar  as  inconsistent  therewith. 

April  13^  1944i     Provision  "^/tp-s  m&ide  by  Administrator's  Memorandum  43  for  offering 
advisory  assistance  to  returning  veterans  wishing  to  farm.    The  Extension  Service, 
with  and  through  cooperating  State  extension  services,  v/as  given  charge  of  this 
program.    Operational  procedure  developed  in  consultation  v/ith  Selective  Service 
was  made  public. 

April  30,  1944t    An  essential-oils-industry  advisory  committee  was  organized  by 
WFA  under  thi-  chairmanship  of  a  staff  member  of  the  Office  of  Distribution. 

April  21,  1944;    The  hen-turkey  set-aside,  and  a  revision  of  the  milk-con- 

ser^.rf'tion  program  v/ere  announced  by  WA,     Both  made  such  adjustments  as  were 
needed  to  take  advantage  of  spring  peaks  and  marketing  conditions. 

April  23,  1944;  FSA  announced  larg©  increases  in  1943  production  by  its  borrowers 
-  49  percent  more  meat  and  14  to  65  percent  more  of  five  YCsr-essential  food  and  oil 
crops,  over  1942, 

April  24,  1944;    '^"FA  and  the  Department  announced  their  administrative  setup  and 
preliminary  plans  for  handling  their  responsibilities  in  the  disposal  of  surplus 
wTir  property  that  can  be  used  in  agricultural  production,  *  *  *  *  An  urgent  appeal 
was  issued  to  farmers  in  surplus -producing  counties  of  the  Com  Belt  to  sell  com 
to  the  Government,  insofar  as  not  required  for  their  own  needs  or  needs  of  feeders 
in  their  own  communities. 

*      *  * 
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ABRIDGED  CHRONOLOGY  OF  AGRICULTURE'S 


PART  IN  THE  WAR 


The  follov/ing  incomplete  list  of  events  and  actions,  described  briefly  in  chrono- 
logical order,  should  enable  the  reader  to  picture  the  part  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  has  played  in  furthering  the  war  effort. 

May  1940:     The  Department  of  Agriculture  established  a  defense  committee  under  the 
Administrator  of  the  Rural  Electrification  Administration  to  study  rural  defense 
power  needs  and  pov/er  sources.     This  committee  cooperated  with  the  other  agencies 
of  the  Government  in  early  defense  efforts  and  later  in  problems  arising  out  of  the 
war, 

December  26,  1940:     The  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  foreseeing  that  the  National 
Defense  Program  vrould  lead  to  increased  consumer  purchasing  power  called  for  the 
expansion  of  the  hog-production  progrsm.    Indications  then  were  that  the  spring  pig 
crop  would  be  14  percent  belovy  that  of  1940,     The  Secretary  asked  for  a  crop  at 
least  as  large  as  that  of  1940,     Such  a  1941  spring  crop  was  produced.  Increased 
marketing  of  beef  cattle  in  1941  v/as  also  advised, 

December  31,  1940:     By  the  end  of  the  ye&r  most  of  xhe  effort  of  the  Forest  Products 
Laboratory  at  Kadi  son,  ':^/is  cqnsin,  was  oriented  to  defense  vrork.     The  Laboratory 
works  on  wood  substitutes  for  critical  metals,  wood  in  aircraft  construction,  shipp- 
T.ng-container  supplies  for  Army  ordnance,  and  numerous  other  war  problems  in  vv'-ood 
utilization.    Later,  the  Forest  Service  also  carried  on  survejrs  of  supplies,  pro- 
duction, and  wartime  requirem.ont s  for  the  primary  forest  products. 

March  11,  1941:     The  Lend-Lease  Act  was  signed, 

April  3,  1941:     The  Secretary  of  Agriculture  announced  the  Food  for  Defense  Program 
designed  to  help  farmers,  produce  the  food  required  by  new  foreign  •  Lend-Lease  and 
domestic  demand.     It  was  also  announced  that  the  prices  of  hogs,   chickens,  eggs, 
and  dairy  products  v/ould  be  supported  through  Government  purchase  programs.  This 
price  support  ¥/as  authorized  by  the  Steagall  Amendment  to  the  Act  extending  the 
life  of  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation,  Public  147,  77th  Congress. 

May  5,  1941;    A  letter  from  the  President  directed  the  establishment  of  an  Office 
for  Agricultural  Defense  Relations  (later  Office  for  Agricultural  Y/ar  Relations)  to 
bring  into  common  focus  the  consideration  of  farmers'  needs  and  problems  as  related 
to  the  prosecution  of  the  defense  program  and  later  of  the  war.    It  was  to  help 
solve  farmers'   difficulties  in  obtaining  production,  equipment,   supplies,  labor 
transport  facilities,  and  storage  space  required  to  expand  production. 

May  6,  1941:    A  ^price-support  program  '.fas  announced  designed  to  expand  the  produc- 
tion of  certain  varieties  of  dried  beans.    A  statement  was  also  issued  on  tomato 
prices  in  the  effort  to  stimulate  production  by  enabling  growers  to  get  more  equit- 
able returns  for  their  crop. 


July  5,  1941 ;    The  field' forces,  .of .  the  Departs  and  county  were 

organized  into  U.S.D.A.  Defense  Boards  under  the  chairmanship  of  the  chaiman  of 
the  State  and  county  A  .A  ,A',  coimnittees ,     The.  Boards  form  a  rallying  point  for  the 
responsible  officers  in  each  State  and  county  and  to  focus  the  efforts  of  the 
Department  and  cooperating'  State  agencies  so  as  to  render  fanners  more  prompt  and 
efficient  aid  in  carrying  on  their  v/ar  activities, 

July  1941:  The  farm  resources  of  the  Nation  were  surveyed  in  order  to  plan  attain- 
able,  food -pro  duct  ion  goals  for  194E. 

August  4,  1941;     The  Secretary  of  Agriculture  announced  steps  for  promotion  of 
community  food-preparation  prograiris  in  rural  schools  and  other  community  centers  as 
a  part  of  the  national  defense  nutrition  program.    The  plan  provided  for  ten 
regional  conferences  throughout  the  United  States  and  lending  of  money  for  equipp- 
ing nutrition  centers  through  the  Rural  Electrification  Administration. 

September  8,  1941:     The  Food  For  Freedom  farm- product! on  goals  for  1942  viere' • 
announced, 

October  1941 :     The  Boards  and  the  A.A.A.  county  and,  community  committeemen  can- 
vassed the  farms  and  helped  operators  frame  their  individual  1942  production  plans 
to  enable  them  to  produce  their  proportionate  share  of  the  farm-production  goals, 

October  5,  1941:    Under  a  cooperative  agreement  with  the  Office  of  Chief  of 
Engineers,  U.        Army,  the  Forest  Service  undertook  the  topographic  mapping  of 
several  thousand  square  miles  as  part  of  the  National  Defense  Mapping  Program  of 
strategic  areas. 

October  23,  1941:    A  Nation-wide  program  for  the  repair  of  farm  ms.chinery  v/as  out- 
lined in  a  letter  from  the  Secretary/-  to  the  Boards, 

October  29,  1941:    A  farm  scrap-collection  campaign  v/as  inaugurated  by  a  letter 
from  the  Secretarjr  addressed  to  the  Boards. 

December  7,  1941;    Fol levying  the  attack  on  Pearl  Harbor,  numerous  For, est  Service 
lookout  stations  wero  imnodiatoly  made  a  part  of  the  Army  Aircraft ' Earning  SArstera, 
In  a  letter  to  Secretary  of  Agriculture  on  January  6,  1942,  the  Secretary/  of  War 
established  official  procedure  for  placing  Departm.ent  and  State,  lookout  stations  in 
warning  system,    Blore  than  600  observation  posts  now  function. 

December* 13,  1941:     The  Department  was  reorganized  to  streamline  it  for  the  war 
effort.     Seventeen  of  its  agencies  wore  combined  into  eight  groups,  the  heads  of 
which  only  reported  directly  to  the  Secretary  thereafter.     The  Department  fidr  Board 
was  formed  from  the  heads  of  these  eight  .agencies,  and  the  staff  officers  heading  1 
the  Office  for  Agricultural  Defense  Relations, -the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economicls 
and  the  Extension  Service.     The  Agricultural  Research  Administration  was  establishe 
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December  19,  1941:     Goals  were  announced  for  the  1942  pack  of  the  four  principal 
vegetables  canned  -  tomatoes.,  peas,  corn,  and  snap  beans.     The  Department  also 
established  fixed  prices  at  which  it  would  purchase  the  pack  from  processors  who 
had  paid  growers  specified  rates  for  the  crops, 

December  19-20,  1941:     The  National  Garden  Conference  Y\ras  held  under  the  joint 
auspices  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  the  Federal  Security  Agency,  and  the 
Office  of  Civilian  Defense,       .  ' 

January  7,  1942:     The  Secretary  directed  that  the  titles  of  the  State  and  county 
U.S.D.A.  Defense  Boards  be  changed  to  U.S.D.A,  War  Boards, 

January  16,  1942:     The  new  goals  for  1942  farm  production,  revised  after  December  7, 
were  announced,  placing  special  emphasis  upon  an  increased  production  of  fats  and 
oils  by  greatly  increasing  acreages  of  soj/'beans.  peanuts,  and  flaxseed.  Price 
support  and  loans  were  made  available, 

March  8,  1942:     The  Forest  Service  and  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  made  joint 
announcement  of  their  guayule  rubber  project  follomng  immediately  the  passage  of 
appropriate  legislation  by  the  Congress, 

May  8,  1942:     The  Secretary  made  a  statement  before  the  Subcommittee  of  the  Senate 
Committee  on  Agriculture  and  Forestry  investigating  the  uses  of  farm  crops  in  the 
production  of  alcohol  and  synthetic  rubber.    He  advocated  the  use  of  80  million 
bushels  of  wheat  or  com  to  produce  alcohol  to  turn  into  220,000  tons  of  butadiene, 
the  principal  raw  material  for  240,000  tons  of  s;^mthetic  rubber. 

May  14,  1942:     The  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  announced  the  arrival  of  a  small  ship- 
ment of  Russian  dandelion,   (Kok-Saghyz)  seeds  which  were  to  be  used  for  experimen- 
tal plantings  to  determine  -where  the  plant  would  best  grow  here.  *  *  *  *  The 
Victory  Food  Special  program  was  announced  designed  to  increase  the  consumption  of 
foods  in  temporary  or  seasonal  abundance  and  to  divert  consumers  from  foods  more 
badly  needed  for  our  armed  forces  and  our  allies,  * 

May  19,  1942:    A  program  was  adopted  designed  to  enable  canners  to  operate  at  maxi- 
mum production,  farmers  to  produce  at  capacity,  and  consumers  to  procure  canned 
vegetables  without  having  to  pay  extremely  high  prices.     Price  support  v/as  then  and 
later  give  to  tv/olvo  canned  vegetables  in  addition  to  the  four  mentioned  December 
19  previously. 

June  5,   1942:     The  program  to  aid  producers  of  dehydrated  vegetables  needed  by  our 
armed  forces  and  for  lend-lease  shipment  was  undertaken  as  an  emergency  research 
project  by  several  bureaus  of  the  Agricultural  Research  Administration,  *  *  *  *  A 
Foods  Requirements  Committee,  with  control  over  the  production  and  allocation  of 
all  civilian  and  military  food  supplies,  v/as  named  by  Chairman  Donald  B5.  Nelson  of 
the  Y^fPB,  vdth  Secretary  l'ii.ckard  as  Chaiman.     It  vv-as  intended  to  be  a  centralized 
body  with  power  to  direct  and  handle  the  wartime  food  problem  in  close  coordination 
with  other  complicated  war-production  problems.  *  *  *  *  Secretary  V/ickard  approved 
an  agreement  betv/oen  the  Cornmodity  Credit  Corporation  and  the  Forest  Service  under 
which  the  Service,  acting  as  the  Corporation's  agent,  v\rould  conduct  a  large-scale 
enterprise  for  the  production  of  spruce  logs  suitable  for  airplane  lumber  from  the 
Tongas s  National  Forest  in  Alaska, 


June  9,  1942:     The  f'Hiite  House,  announced  the.  appointmejit;  of -a  Combined  Food  Board  \ 
composed  of  Secretary .Wickard  and  Hon.  Robert  H*^  Brand,. .  head  of  the  British  Food 
Mission,  to  effect  planned  and  expeditious  utilization  of  the  feed  resources  of 
the  United  Isations. 

June  30,  1942;     Secretary  Wickard  allocated  to  the  Forest  Service  |223,GO0  from  the 
Norris-Dbxey  Act  appropriation  to  establish,   in  cooperation  with  the  States,  a 
forest-products  marketing  service  for  farmers.    The  service  provides  information  o: 
markets  and  assistance  in  marketing  operations.     It  encourages  cutting  of  forest 
products  needed  for  v\rar  and  f orest-irianagement  practices  that  will  effect  continuin; 
production  and  returns  from  farm  woodlands , 

July  20,  1942:     The  Administrator  of  the  Rural  Electrification  Administration 
halted  all  construction  of  -rural  . pcvrer  lines  under  the  Federal  lending  program  in 
order  to  conserve  critical  materials  for  the  Yvrar  effort, 

July  23,  .1942:     Secretary  Y^ickard  announced  a  three-point  program  to  help  alleviate 
the  existing  meat  shortage.    The  prices  paid  for  meat        the  Department  in  purchas- 
ing for  Lend-Lease  shipm.ent  iiere  reduced;  local  adjustments  were  made  to  try  to 
bring  prices  into  line  with  actual  costs  to  packers;  plans  were  formulated  te 
enable  packers  to  continue  operation  wiien  they  faced '.the  necessity  for  suspending, 

August  1942:  The  Department  furnished  the  Signal  Corps  a  group  of  its  rural  elec- 
trification engineers  for  construction  work  in  connection  with  the  Alcsn  highway. 

August  7,  1942:  'A  program  of  Government  aid  in  supplying  farm  labor,  set  up  by 
the  War  Manpower  Commission  and  the  Department  wa.s  announced.     It  v/as  to  be  managec 
by  the  Farm  Security  Administration  in  cooperation  with  the  War  Boards  and  the 
U,  S.  Em.ployment  Service.     It  included  paying  the  transportation  of  farm  xvorkers 
for  distances  exceeding  200  miles;  standard  minimum  wages;  an;  educational  program 
for  the  efficient  use  of  labor  in  wartime  food  production;  and  the  utilization  of 
some  Canadian  and  Mexican  labor, 

August  20,  1942;    Machinen,."  had  been  set  up  for  transporting  domestic  farm  workers 
into  areas  where  serious  labor  shorta.ges  existed.     Concerted  efforts  v.-'ere  being 
made  to  retain  experienced  managers  on  farms-,  to  get  industry  to  recruit  its  labor 
in  cities,  and  to  utilize  fully  the  underemployed  workers  on  small  family  farms  in 
lov\r- income  groups  by  providing  Farm  Security  Administration  loans,  ■*  *  *  *  The 
Secretary  stated  that  he  no  longer  felt  price  ceilings  on  livestock s hould  be  pro- 
hibited by  lav/  until  prices  reached  110  percent  of  parity  and  that  he  hoped  for  th( 
repeal  of  this  proyision, 

August ' 28, ' 1942 ;  A  pricing, .  marketing,  and  processing  program  for  the  major  oil  1 
crops  was  announced  to  protect  prices  to  farmers,  to^  implement  the  "d rice  supports  v 
announced. by  the  Department  as  an  inducement  to  farmers  to  increase  their . produc tic 
of  cottonseed,  peanuts,   soybeans,  and'linseed  for  oil,  and  to  preserve  OPA  ceiling 
prices  on' vegetable  ©il  products,  ... 
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September  1,  1943:     The  Secretary,  as  Chairman  of  the  Foods  Requirements  Committee, 
announced  a  voluntary  meat-conservation  program,  to  be  follov/ed  in  due  time  by  ratio; 
h  i^ig«     The  am-ount  of  neat  that  packers  could  sell  into  civilian  trade  was  limited. 

Civilians  were  asked  to  consume  no  more  than  2^-  pounds  per  person  per  week  of  pork, 
beef,  veal,  lanb,  and  mutton, 

September  1942;  -i-he  Department  announced  a  diversion  and  purchase  program  in  13 
States  to  encourage  the  packing  of  sauer  kraut  in  wooden  containers  to  prevent  a 
.large  part  of  the  kraut  cabbage  crop  from,  going  to  v/aste  for  lack  of  tin  to  be  used 
in  packing  it, 

Septem.ber  17,  1942:    A  temporary  order  prohibiting  the  sale  of  new  farm  machinery 
and  equipment,  except  as  specified  in  a  rationing  scheme  governing  its  release,  was 
announced  and  became  effective  immediately,    An  OPA  order  of  the  previous  day  had 
delegated  to  the  Department  authority  to  ration  such  machinery  and  equipment. 

October  2,  1942:  The  Price  Stabilization  i^^ct  was  signed.  Sections  5  and  8  of  ¥/hich 
especially  concerned  agricultural  comj-iodities , 

October  7,  1942:     The  President  authorized  the  Secretary  to  increase  Commodity 
Credit  Corporation  loan  rates  on  cotton,  tobacco,   rice,  and  ma ri:e ting- quota,  peanuts 
from.  85  to  90  percent  of  parity. 

October  14,  1942:     Goals  vmre  announced  calling  for  a  15-30  percent  increase  of 
acreage  in  carrots,  lima  beans,  snap  beans,  and  onions,  and  for  the  same  acreage  as 
in  1942  for  cabbage,  fresh  tom.atoes,  beets,  and  spinach.     The  follov.lng  were  design 
nated  less  essential  or  nonessential  vegetables  and,  as  was  announced  N"ovem.ber  9, 
their  acreage  should  be  reduced  70-85  percent;  Cantaloupes,  cucuiTibers,  caulif lower,^ 
eggplant,  waterm.elon,  bleached  celery,  head  lettuce,  green  peppers,  asparagus, 
artichokes.     The  Department  v.dll  give  no  aid  to  groiTers  of  these  in  obtaining  trans- 
portation, labor,  fertilizers,  containers,  and  so  on.     On  ITovem.ber  9  broccoli  also 
vifas  added  to  the  list  of  vegetables  for  T/^diich  the  acreage  is  to  be  r^aintained, 

October  21,  1942:     The  Department  and  the  OPA  jointly  announced  the  completion  of  a 
program  designed  to  prevent  increases  in  the  price  of  bread  and  flour  to  iynerican 
consumers, 

October  28,  1942:    The  War  Manpov;er  Commiission  announced  a  broad  program,  to  sta- 
bilize  emplojTnent  on  dairy,  livestock,  and  poultry  farms,  under  a  directive  requir- 
ing the  Selective  Service  System  to  ask  local  draft  boards  to  grant  occupational 
deferm.ents  to  necessary  men  in  these  lines  for  v/hom  replacements  are  unavailable,  * 

^  j^ll  ^Q^j  farm  machinery  and  equipm.ent,  except  repair  parts,  v/as  frozen  as  of 

Hovember  1  under  Tem.porary  Rationing  Order  B  Y/hich  was  to  remain  in  effect  until 

•         State  and  county  quotas  v/ere  established  as  a  basis  for  a  permanent  rationing  order. 
The  Department  and  the  State  YTar  Boards  were  to  establish  these  quotas.  On 
December  31  the  freeze  was  released,  and  farmers  thereafter  required  purchase  cer- 
tifica.tes  to  buy  under  rationing. 
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November  10,  1942;    The  War  Manpower  Coranis  si  on  issued  a  directive  to  Government 
agencies  putting  into  effect  its  program  for  Conserving,  training,  9-nd  recruiting  ^ 
labor  on  dairy,  livestock,  and  poultry  farms.     The  program  got  under  wa^^-' experi- 
mentally by  November  22,  the  Farm  Security  Administration  handling  it,  .  Rec.ruits 
were  to  be  trained  at  State  colleges  and  then'  placed- on  jobs,  the  IT,  S ,  Employm.ent 
Service  cooperating  in  selecting  families  to  be  moved.    Transportation-  is  provided. 
Written  contract  agreements,  between  employers  and  workers  are  required.    The  progra 
is  to  help  get  low- income  farm  families  into  productive  agricultural  emplo^^/ment, 

November  17,  1942:    Vvith  funds  provided  hy  the  Office  of  Coordinator  of  Intern- 
American  Affairs,  the  Forest  Service  undertook  tropical  timber  studies  in  Central 
and  South  American  countries  to  obtain  information  on  forest  products  sources, 
.supplies,  and  uses  for  war  ship-building,  militant  construction,  and  other  war  need 
Department  foresters  already  were  making  a  survey  of  quinine  sources  in  Columbia, 

December  1,  1942:     The  1943  Agricultural  Adjustment  Agency  program  was  annoimced 
placing  special  emphasis  on  war  crops  with  payment  deductions  on  farms  failing  to 
meet  war-production  goals.    Farmers  are  to  make  v/artime  crop  adjustments  and  also 
to  adopt  approved  soil  conservation  practices  to  insure  increased  acre  yields  and 
protection,  of  the  "Soil, 

December  5,  1942:     The  President  issued  an  Ilxecutive  Order  placing  responsibility 
for  the  entire  national  wartime  food  program  upon  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  who 
was  directed  to  ascertain  needs,  formulate  and  implement  programs  to  fill  them, 
assign  food  priorities  and  make  allocations,  take  such  steps  -as  required  to  effect 
the  efficient  and  proper  distribution  of  the  available  food  supply,  and  purchase 
and  procure  food  for  Federal  agencies,  • 

December  9,  1942:    An  American  cheddar  cheese  subsidj^  program  was  announced  to  ex- 
pand   production  by  increasing  the  returns  to  fanners  who  ship  milk  to  cheese 
factories.    Under  the  program  the  Government  purchases  all  such  cheese  delivered  b; 
.factories  at  a  fixed  price  and  then  sells  it  back  to  the  factories, -without  effect- 
ing physical  transfer,  at  2  3/4^  less  per  pound  than  the  purchase  price.  This 
should  enable  factories  to  pay  farmers  a  price  that  will  attract  milk  for  the 
needed  increase  in  cheese  production  and  yet  prevent  a  rise  in  price  to  consumers, 

December  10,  1942;     The  Department  of  Agriculture  v/as  reorganized  t.o  facilitate  th= 
.carrying  out  of  the  national  food  program  entrusted  to  the  Secretary  on  December  5 
The  activities  of  the  Department  were  in  the  main  grouped  into  a  Food  Production 
Administration,  a  Food  Distribution  Administration,  and  an  Agricultural  Research 
Administration,  the  functions  of  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation,  the  Forest 
•Service,  and  the  Rural  Electrification  Administration  remaining  essentially,  un- 
changed.   There  was  also  transferred  to  the  Department  certain  personnel  and  equip 
ment  from  the  WPB  and  OCS .    The  Agricultural  .ar  Board  was  reduced  to  8  administra- 
tive  and  staff  officers,  •  .     •  7 

December  17,  1942:  •  Th^re  was  announced  a  three-way  coope.3-ative  .  prograrii.  of  the  CCG 
With  flour  millers  and  distillers  to  increase  the  production  of  industrial  aicohoi 

for  war  purposes  by  the  use  of  Govemment-ovvTied  Yiheat,  perhaps  50  million  .bushels, 

v/hich  was  to  be  sold  to  millers  for  manufacture  into  granular  form,  a  f ree-f lovi^ing 

hard-wheat  flour,  for  resale  to  distillers. 


December  19,  1942;  The  Secretary  appointed  the  Food  Advisory  Coinnittee  thus  auto- 
matically abolishing  the  Foods  Requirements  Committee, 

December  24,  1942:     The  1943  CCC  loan  and  purchase  program  for  the.  gum  naval  stores 
was  announced.     The  program  is  to  be  made  available  through  the  American  Turpentine 
Farmers  Association  cooperative  to  producers  v^ho  comply  iidth  the  1943  I-Taval  Stores 
Conservation  Program  of  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Agency  and  the  Forest  Service, 

December  30,  1942:     Food  Distribution  Order  No,  1  was  issued,  effective  January  18, 
to  help  prevent  a  rise  in  the  price  of  bread  to  consumers,  to  conserve  bread  sup- 
plies and  critical  materials  used  by  bakers,  to  effect  savings  of  labor  and  equip- 
ment in  the  baking  industry,  and  to  safeguard  the  nutritional  value  of  our  bread. 

December  31,  1942:     It  was  announced  that  the  Food  Stam.p  Plan  vrould  be  suspended 
March  1,  1943,  but  that  the  School  Lunch  and  School  Milk  plans  vrould  remain 
operative, 

January  4,  1943:     It  was  annoiinced  that  the  total  civilian  per  capita  cons-umption 
of  canned  goods  vrould  range  betvroen  35.4  and  40,3  pounds  in  1943;  this  includes 
commercially/;  canned  fruits  and  vegetables,  canned  soups,  baked  beans,  and  canned 
baby  food, 

January  6,. 1945^    Food  Distribution  Order  No.  2  v/as  issued  directing  creamery  butter 
manufacturers  to  set  aside  30  percent  of  their  monthly  production,  if  they  produced 
more  than  12,000  pounds  in  any  month  the  past  j^'ear,  for  direct  v/ar  purposes,  begin- 
ning February  1.    About  two-thirds  of  the  butter  so  set  aside  goes  to  the  armed 
forces,  *  ^  *  *  An  order  v/as  also  issued  to  ensure  an  adequate  supply/"  of  citrus 
fruit  juices  for  direct  v/ar  requirements  and  so  timing  the  distribution  of  civilian 
supplies  that  canned  grapefruit  juice  would  be  available  v/hen  fresh  fruit  supplies 
were  seasonably/"  low.     The  production  of  all  citrus  juices  except  unconcentrated 
grapefruit  juice  was  reserved  for  war  requirements,  and  canners  v;ere  prohibited 
from  selling  unconcentrated  grapefruit  juice  till  after  the  end  of  March, 

January  7,  1943:     Machinery  v/as  established  to  deal  with  temporary  local  food  short- 
ages arising  from  maldistribution  of  supplies.     State  and  area  comm.ittees  v/ere  being 
organized  under  the  Food  Production  Administration  to  handle  critical  supply  prob- 
lems, to  determine  the  causes  of  local  shortages,  and  to  recommend  steps  to  prevent 
recurrence.    Trade  groups  coopera.te, 

January  8,  1943:     Provision  v/as  made  to  permit  farm.ers  in  the  commercial  corn  area 
to  pverplant  their  corn  allotments  x'rithout  penalty,  provided  they  had  already 
planted  their  goal  of  such  v;ar  crops  as  hemp,  flax,   soybeans,  dry  beans,  dry  peas, 
and  hay  and  pasture  for  livestock.    The  Departm.ent  also  announced  it  v/ould  support 
the  price  of  barley  from  the  1943  crop  at  a  level  equal  to  its  feeding  value  in 
relation  to  corn. 

January  12,  1943:     Food  Distribution  Order  No.  6  vms  issued  requiring  citrus  fruit 
handlers  in  California,  Florida,  Texas,  and  Arizona  to  set  aside  specified  quanti- 
ties of  lemons,  grapefruit,  limes,  and  oranges,  except  tangerines,  for  processing, 
to  effect  maximum  utilization  of  existing  facilities  for  the  production  of  citrus 
juices,  especially  concentrates,  for  war  requirements,  *  '*  *  *  This  v:as  Farm 
Mobilization  Day  by  Presidential  proclamation. 
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January  17,  1943:     Secretary  Wickard  announced  the  Department's  policy  on  the  em- 
pldjraent  of  dollar-a-year  meii;  if  employed,  they  vC an  have  iio  adminis-tratlire  re-  t 
sponsibility  or  authority  but  must  be  assigned  to  a  consultant' s  panel.  *  *  *  *  In- 
creased acreages  of  potatoes,  dry  beans  and  fresh  truck  crops  v/ere  asked  under  a  * 
production- payment  program  for  plantings  in  excess  of  90  and  up  to  110  percent  of  ^ 
the  goal s ,  ;   .  : 

January  19,  1943:    Food  Distribution  Order  No,  8  was  issued  on  the  use  of  milk  and 
milk  products  for  the  civilian  production  of  ice  cream,    A  cut  to  65  percent  of  the 
quantities  used  for.  this  purpose  during  the  period  December  1,-  1941  to. November  30, 
1942,  was  ordered  to  save  milk  enough  to  produce  97^  million  pounds  of  butter  and 
68  million  pounds  of  dry  skim  milk  per  year, 

January  20,  1943:     The  Selective  Service  Bureau  of  the  War  Manpower  Commission 
announced  liberalization  of  the  requirements  for  agricultural  deferments  ,         *,  * 
Food  Directive  Ko,  1  was  issued.     It  stated  that  consumer  rationing^ of  all  fruits, 
fruit  juices,  vegetables,  vegetable  juices,  soups,  and  hsiby  foods  had  already  been 
authorized,  insofar  as  they  were  packed  in  hermetically/-  sealed  containers  of  any 
type  and  heat  sertilized,   or  were  frozen,  dried,  or  dehydrated.  'The  follomng 
items  were  included  in  the  Directive  to  facilitate  the  administrative  preparations 
for  rationing  v/hen  necessary;  Fish,  shellfish,  jams,  jellies,  preserves,  fruit 
butters,  pickles,  relishes,  and  canned  milk.    Rationing  of  these  products  was  not 
asked  irariediately.  *  *  *  *  The  War  Production  Board  at  the  request  of .  the  Department 
liberalized  its . regulations  v/ith  regard  to  electric  service  extensions  to  farmers. 
Under  the  new  plan  farms  which  meet  certain  requirements  can  obtain. electric  ser- 
vice for  increasing  food  production  by  securing-  approval  of  the  County  'J^ar  Board. 

January  21,  1943:    a  drive  was  announced  to  get  farm  famxilies  to  produce  and  pre- 
serve as  much  as  possible  of  their  year's  food  needs.    It  was  hoped  that  50  million 
tons  of  food  could  be  produced  by  them  for  home  supply  entirely  outside  commercial 
transportation  systems  and  pr9cessing  capacity.  *  *  *  *  Additional  funds  of  from 
200  to  225  million  dollars  v;ere  ijiade  available  at  the  county  level  through  the  Food 
Production  Administration  as  credit  for  the  production  of  essential  wartime  food 
and  fiber.    Financing  .is  to  take  place  through  the  Regional  Agricultural  Credit 
Corporation  of  Yvashington,  D.  C,,  which  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  Farm  Credit 
Administration,  and  will  be  supplemental  to  other  .sources  of  credit, 

January  22,  1943:    Secretary's  Memorandum  No.  1054,  Supplement  2,  was. issued  which 
made  some  further  changes  in  the  organization  of  the  Department  to  facilitate  the 
carrying  out  of  the  national  food  program.    Committees  on  Foreign  Purchase  and; 
Importation  and- on _ Domestic  Transportation  were  created.  *  *  *  *  It  was  announced 
that  the  .harvest  of  Russian  dandelion  roots  from  the  e:q)erimental  plantings  made  by 
■Forest  Service  and  the  tests  of  them  carried  on  at  the  Eastern  Regional  Research  L 
Laboratory  had  progressed  favorably.  K 

January  23,  1943;     Food  Distribution  Order  No.  11  was  issued  to  effect  milk-market- 
ing economy,  to -eliminate-  packages  'below  one  quart  delix^'erable  to'^con^umers,-  to- 
limit  large-scale  purchasers  to  tvro  handlers  unless  they  buy  in  excess  of  300  quarts 
from  each,  and  to  enforce  other 'plrocedures  to  render  milk  m-a,rke  ting  more  off  ic  lent 
and  economical .  .V  •  : 


January  25,  1943;     Unified  responsibility^  for  supplying  labor         ^-rc^r  prodL*oti.,n 
on  fams  v/as  ^iiven  to  the  Seureoury  or  Agriculture,  by  the  Chairman  of  the  ¥/ar  Man- 
power Cornniission,  consolidating  functions  previously  divided  between  the  United 
States  Employment  Service  and  the  Department  of  Agriculture.     Operating  responsi- 
bility for  recruiting  and  placing  farm  labor,  the  determination  of  needs  and  areas 
of  supply,  the  transportation  of  farm  vrarkers  to  shortage,  areas,  and  the  determina- 
tion of  war-essential  crops  v;ere  thus  brought  together  in  the  Department  which, 
under  a  previous  directive  from  the  Director  of  Economic  Stabilization,  also  has 
responsibility  for  dealing  with  farm  wages. 

January  26,  1943:    An  incentive- pa ;(/ment  program  vv'as  announced  to  obtain  greater  pre 
duction  of  sweetpotatoes,  soybeans,  grain  sorghums,  peanuts,  flax,  and  dried  peas,' 
The  paj/ments  are  to  total  100  million  dollars  and  are  to  be  made  to  farmers  who 
produce  in  excess  of  90  and  up  to  100  percent  of  their  goals.    The  goals  were  at 
the  same  time  increased,  the  incentive  pawnent  being  offered  to  compensate  farmers 
for  their  added  costs  in  achieving  the  increased  goals, 

January  27,  1943:     The  School  Lunch  Progrt.m  was  so  changed  that  hereafter  sponsorii 
organizations  Yvill  purchase  food  supplies  from  local  merchants  and  farmers  and  be 
reimbursed  by  the  Food  Distribution  AdRiinistration,  *  *  >i<  *  A  program  was  announcec 
to  increase  the  acreage  of  designated  truck  and  vegetable  crops  for  fresh  consump- 
tion.    The  crops  included  carrots,  snap  beans,  lima  beans,  beets,  tomatoes,  cabbagf 
onions,  and  green  peas  grovm.  for  fresh  consumption.     Incentive  pa;^nnents  mil  be 
offered  for  plantings  in  excess  of  90  and  up  to  110  percent  of  goals,  and  also  for 
planting  two  successive  crops  on  the  same  acreage  during  the  period  February  1, 
1943— September  1,  1943, 

January  28,  1943:     The  Department,  through  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation, 
offered  special  price  support  to  growers  of  tomatoes,  peas,   sweeb  corn,  and  snap 
beans  for  processing.    It  mil  purchase  th°  output  of  processors  certified  to  have 
paid  specified  minimum  prices  to  grov/ers,  and  then  resell  to  the  canners,  at  price 
to  be  announced,   at  a  discount  sufficient  to  permit  them  to  pay  the  grovrers. 
Growers  must  contract  vj-ith  certified  canners  to  assure  themselves  of  price  support 
Farmers  were  urged  to  contract  for  all  acreage  necessary  to  enable  processors  to 
operate  at  capacity, 

January  50,  1943:    A  supplemental  price- support  program  was  announced  to  increase 
the  acreage  of  dried  peas  by  the  use  of  incentive  pay/ments, 

January  31,  1943;    An  additional  three  million  cases  of  evaporated  milk  was  re- 
leased to  civilian  consumers  from  stocks  held 'by  the  Food  Distribution  Administra- 
tion, 

February  3,  1943;     It  vms  announced  that  the  price  of  potatoes  would  be  supported 
at  92  percent  of  parity  in  order  to  increase  production  to  fill  v/artime  demands. 


February  5,  1945:    A  program  of  special  advances  was  announced  to  encourage  the 
additional  production  of  specified  v\rar  crops,  and  to  insure  producers  against  loss 
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on  high-risk  crops-  or  crops'  they  would  not  othervvise  underi:ake' to  grow.*    The  ad-  ^ 
vances  will  be  extended  through  the  county  I'/ar  Boards  and  the  Regional  Agricultura]  ^ 
Credit  Corporation  of  the  Farm  Credit  Administration.-   The  follo¥\fing  crops  were 
specified:     Potatoes  where  the  farm  goal  is  3  adres  or  more,   soybeans  for  beans, 
flax  for  seed'or  fiber,  peanuts  to  be  ha rve 's ted  and  picked,  hemp  for  seed  or  fiber, 
dry  beans,  dry  peas,  excluding  wrinkled  varieties,  castor-beans,  tomatoes,  snap 
beans,   lima  beans,   peas,  carrots  for  proceissing  or  fresh  sale,  cabbage,  sweet  com, 
and  table  beets,  the  last  three  for  processing  only.  ■  .  :  .  . 

February  6,  194.3:     Southern  famers  were  asked  to  plant  as  much  of  their  1943  farm' 
cotton  allotments  as  possible,  though  not  to  exceed  them,  after  meeting  special 
war-crop  goals.     This  is  to  increase  yields  of  cottonseed  oil  and  meal  and  cotton 
linters,  *  *  *  *  Food  Distribution  Order  No.  14  was  issued  reserving  25  percent  of 
the  peanut-oil  production  at  the  point  of  refining  to  assure  adequate  quantities 
for  essential  war  uses, 

February  7,  1943:     Cooperative  arrangements  vj-ere  announced  wherebj/-  the  basic  food 
research  needed  by  the  Army  Quartermaster  Corps  and  the  IJavy  Bureau,  of  Supplies  and 

Accounts  can  be  conducted' by  the  Agricultural  Research  Administration,    Two  consult 
ing, committees  were  appointed  to  cooperate  with  and  advise  the  Director  of  the  ARA, 
one  consisting  of  butstanding  experts  in  nutrition  and  the  other  of  food-processing- 
industry  research  personnel, 

February/-  8,  1943;     The  Cheddar  cheese  industry  v/as  directed  to  set  aside  one-half  c 
its  monthly  production  for  direct  vmr  uso  under  Foo4  Distribution  Order  No,.  15  v/hic 
, becomes  effective  February  15,    Domestic  consumption  of  all  cheese  by  civilians  is 
expected  to  be  approximately  four-fifths  of  the  1941  consumption.    Manufacturers  of 
less  than  8,000  pounds  of  Cheddar  monthly  are  not  included.     Prospective  per  capita 
consumption  for  1943  is  4,8-  pounds  compared  with  6,4  in  1942,  about  6  in  1938-39, 
5.3  in  1935,  and  a  1935-59  average  of  5,9  pounds.  *  *  *  *  The  Secretary  issued  a 
directive  delegating  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  responsibility  for  the  catch- 
ing, harvesting,  and  processing  of  fish  and  reserving  to  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture the  wartime  functions  of  allocation,   reservation  limitation.  Federal  Procure- 
ment, and  container  supply.     The  Fish  and  Y[ildlife  Service  -and  the  FDA  will  work  in 
close  cooperation,  *  *  *  *  A  goal  of  18,000,000  Victorj^  Gardens  was  set  up  as  com- 
pared with  15,000,000  in  1942,  ;       ■    .    ,.,  -  , 

February  9,  1943:    An  Inter-Agency  Food  Procurement  Committee  was  created  consist- 
ing of  representatives  of  principal  Government  agencies  buying  food. for  war  pur- 
poses.    It  consists  of  members  from  the  Food  Distribution  Admini strati oh,  the 
Director  of  which  is  Chairman,  the  Yfar  Department,  the  Navy  Department,  the  Marine 
Corps,  the  Verteran' s  Administration,  the  War  Production  Board,  the  Board  of 
Economic  Warfare,  the  Office  of  Price  Administration,  and.- the.  Commodity  Credit 
Corporation,  ["[■  ;  ' 


Pebruary  14«  1945;     The  program  designed  to  mobilize  more  than  3-|  million 
workers  to  help  farmers  meet  the  Nation's  increased  food  and  fiber  require- 
ments for  1943  was  announced.    This  program  complies  with  the  '.to  Manpower 
Commission's  directive  assigning  the  Department  responsibility  for  farm  labor. 
It  is  designed  to  provide  year-round,   seasonal,  and  emergency  harvest  v/orkers. 

February  17.  1943:     The  castor-bean  seed-production  program  was  announced, 
designed  to  produce  a  stockpile  of  approximately  3  million  pounds  of  pure  va- 
riety castor-beans  for  planting  purposes. 

^February  20.  1943;     At  the  Secretary's  request  dry  e*dible  beans,  dry  peas, 
lentils,  and  dehydrated  and  dry  soups  were  added  to  the  list  of  foods  to  be 
rationed  to  consumers  by  the  OPA  beginning  March  1,  because  of  heavy  demands 
by  our  armed  forces  and  the  Bussian  Army  for  dry  beans  and  dry  peas. 

February  23.  1943;     The  Departm.ent  of  Agric^alture  and  the  Office  of  Mucation 
announced  their  joint  campaign  to  recruit  from  500,000  to  650,000  Victory  Farm 
Volunteers  among  non-farm  youth  to  do  farm  work  during  the  spring  and  summer 
months.    -These  will  be  part  of  the  U.  S.  Crop  Corps,  *  *  *  *  V/heat  m.arketing 
quotas  were  suspended  in  a  move  to  insure  adequate  food  and  feed  supplies, 

March  1.  1943;     An  Agricultural  Labor  Administration  v/as  created  in  the  Depart- 
ment to  be  responsible  for  the  development  and  direction  of  all  phases  of  its 
farm  labor  program.     It  took  over  such  work  previously  carried  on  by  the  Agri- 
cultural Labor  Branch  of  the  YPAj  and  will  integrate  farm  labor  work  done  by 
the  H)A,  the  PSA,  and  the  Extension  Service,  or  elsewhere  in  the  Department. 

March  5,.  1943;     A  three-point  program  to  prevent  black  market  operations  wa.s 
announced  as  part  of  a  national  meat-management  plan.     It  involved  livestock 
slaughter  under  a  permit  system;  complete  records  of  all  operations  of  slaugh- 
terers; and  the  setting  aside  for  war  use  of  designated  percentages  of  their 
production  by  slaughterers  operating  under  Federal  inspection, 

March  8«  1945;     It  was  announced  that  farm  families  enlisted  in  the  1943  food 
production  program  will  be  awarded  a  Certificate  of  Farm  War  Service  in  recog- 
nition of  their  efforts. 

March  10.  1945;     Announcement  was  made  of  a  meeting  of  fatty  oils  manufacturers 
with  Department  representatives  in  Washington  to  discuss  ways  and  means  of 
combating  the  shortage  of  fats  and  oils;  the  expansion  of  tall  oil  refining 
capacity  was  proposed,  this  being  a  pulpwood  by-product  which  can  be  used  as 
an  "extender"  of  fats  and  oils. 

March  11.  1945;  The  Secretary  authorized  the  OPA  to  institute  rationing  of 
meats,  edible  fats  and  oils  including  butter,  cheese,  and  canned  fish  on  or 
before  April  1. 

March  15«  1945;     A  price-support  program  to  facilitate  increased  production 
and  processing  of  canning  vegetables  in  1945  was  announced,  superseding  the 
program  announced  Januarjf  28  last.     The  program  assures  farmers  20  to  50  per- 
cent higher  prices  for  their  crops  than  in  1942  and  protects  canners  against 
losses  due  to  increased  cost  of  raw  products.     Crops  involved  are;  Tomatoes, 
sweet  corn,  snap,  beans,  green  peas,  lima  beans,  beets,  carrots,  and  cabbage 
for  kraut.     CCC  will  buy  raw  materials  from  canners  to  support  prices  and  then 
re-sell  th  them  at  1942,  prices.  ■  OPA  collaborates  with  the  Department  in  the 
program. 


March  16«  1943: '  The  Staiiding.  ^.griGTaltural  Coimnit tee  •  of  Cjuiada  and'  the  United 
States  of 'imerica,  consisting  of  officials  of  "both  countries,  was  established 
to  coordinate  production  and  distribution  policies-  of  the  tWo  countries. 

March  23,  1945;     Food  Distribution  Order  40  was  Issued  providing  that  all  shell 
eggs  in  cold  storage  on  May  31.  shall  be  set  aside  for  governmental  agencies. 
This  was  done  on  the  basis  of  information  that  storage  had  so  increased  in 
recent  weeks  that  the  heavy  movement  of  shell  eggs-  into  storage  adversely  af- 
fected civilian  supplies.    Food  Distribution  Order  41  was  issued  reserving 
the  entire  1943  production  of  spray-process  dried  whol'e  eggs  for  delivery  to 
governmental  agencies.     It  also  limited  production  of  frozei;  and  liquid  eggs, 
dried  yolks,  dried  albimen,  and  pan-dried  whole  eggs  to  the  quantities  produced 
and  sold  for  commercial  use  in  1942,  but  it  will  not  reduce  the  quantity  of 
such  products  available  for  civilian  use  below  the  civilian  consumption  level 
of  1942.  .  " 

March -24,  1943 f    The  transfer  of  the  ITutrition  Division  of  the  Office  of  Defense 
Health  and  Welfare  Service  to  the  Department's  Food  Distribution  Administration 
wag  announced,  pursuant  to  Executive  Order  9310,  issued  by  the  President  on 
March  9.    The  Division  will  form  the  nucleus  of  a  N-atrition  and  Food  Conser- 
vation Branch  in  the  FDA,  which  will  attempt  to  align  every  kitchen  in  the- 
lation  with  the  war  food  program. 

March  26,  1943:     The  President's  Executive  Order  established  an  Administration 
of  Food  Production  and  Distribution  consolidating  the  former 'Food  Production 
Administration  (except  Fam  Credit  Administration),  Food  Distribution  Admin- 
istration, Commodity  Credit  Corporation,  and  Extension  Service.-   TIe  'Admihis-^ 
trator  of  Food  production  and  Food  Distribution  will  hold  powers  conferr'ed 
on  the  Secretary  by  the  Executive  Order  of  December  5,  1942,  including  those 
with  respect  to  farm  manpower  and  labor.    The  Secretary  will  continue. as  a 
member  of  WPB,  chairman  of  the  Inter-Departmental  Committee,  ■  and  United  States 
representative  on  the  Combined  Food  Board. 

March  30,  1943: -  The  Food  Distribution  Administration  announced  it  would  soon 
release  two  million  cases  of  canned  fruits  and  vegetables  to  augment  civilian 
supplies.  *  *  *  *  The  Rubber  Director  and  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  jointly 
announced  ths.t  .the  G-uayule  Emergency  Rubber  Program  is  to  be  curtailed  to  min- 
imize interference,  with -food-crops  production.     Such  high-grade,  irrigated 
land  leased  but  not  already  planted  to.  ga&yiiLe  will  be  turned  back  to  owners 
or  subleased  for  food  production.    No  further  lands  will  be  leased  for  the 
rubber  project,  .  ■ 

A-pril  19.  1943:    A  .  supplement  to  i^xecutive  Order  ITo.  9-322,  of  March  26,  named 
the  new  Department'  food  agency  the  War  Food  Administration  and  clarified- the 
powers  and  fimctions  of  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  and  the  War  Food  Admih- 
istrator .  j 

A-pril  30,  1943:     The.WFA  announced  a  new  organization  under  a  deputy  adminis- 
trator to  administer  the  fann  labor  program,      .  •       .       •  ..  ^ 

May  10.^  1943;  '  The  WFA  established  an  Of i^ice  of  Material's  and  Facilities  under 
a  deputy  administrator  to  have  charge,  of  all.  programs  concerned  with  supplies, 
machinery,  equipment,  materials,  and  facilities  used 'in  "producing  and  process- 
ing food,  *  *  *  *  The  ARA  announced  that  apple  si rupV-  which  Its  scientists 


developed  to  make  use  of  off-grade  fruit  and  apple  waste,  was  in  large-scale 
coFjnercial  production/and,  among  other  things,  was  teing  used  "by  the  tolDacco 
industry  to  replace  glycerin  needed  in  making  explosives. 

Kay  15^  1943:     The  administrators  in  charge  of  food  production  and  food  dis- 
tribution activities  became  memlDers  of  the  Executive  Staff  of  the  l^FA.  *  *  *  * 
The  ASA  annouic  ed  an  improved  method  for  dehydrating  nat-'oral  Ameri.can  cheddar 
cheese  for  Lend-Lease  and  other  uses,  ii^hich  will  release  spray-drying  equip- 
ment for  drying  other  foods.    ■       .  .. 

May  17,  1943;     A  War  :H eat  Board  was  established  to  facilitate  the  handling 
of  the  Nation' s  meat  supply,  as  was  Jointly  announced  hy  the  WFA  and  the  OPA. 

May  ' 18/  1943:  .  The  AHA-  announced  a., new  type  of  lignin  plastic  which  can  "be 
ifiade  from 'farm  wastes  and  used  to  replace  m.etal  for  many  purposes,  .including 
some  military.     The  ITorthern  Regional  Research  Laboratory  had  made  the  plastic 
from  cornstalks,  wheat  straw,  flax  shives,  and  other  fibrous  Fiaterials. 

May  19,  1945:  The  WPa  sharply  reduced  the  quantities  of  canned  fruits  and 
vegetables  that  canners^  must  set  aside  from  1943  production  for  G-overnmem.t 
requirements.'.  ■■■ 

May  25.  1943;     The  War  Food  Administrator  asked  Governors  and  Commissioners 
of  Agriculture  in  flood-stricken  States  of  the  middle  Mississippi  basin  to 
meet  with  his  pers-onq^l  representative  on  May  26  to  f ormula-te  *a  Joint  Federal- 
State  program  for  1943  food  production  in  the  flooded  areas. 

May  26,  1943;     The-V/PA  and  the  V{PB.  announced  a  program  to  relieve  farmers' 
lumber  needs  for  essential  repair  and  construction,  the  latter  extending  a 
AA-2  preference  rating  for  delivery  of  500,000,000  board  feet  of  lumber  during 
June  to  September,  on  authorized  purcha.se  certificates,   the  distribution  phase 
of  the  program  being  handled  by  the  ¥?A.  *  *  *  *  The  WA  announced  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Director  of  Transportation  to  act  as  the  Administrator's  direct  rep- 
resentative in  coordinating  the- transportation  work  of  its  constituent  agencies. 

May  28,  1943;     The  WA  announced  measures  are  being  provided  to  requisition 
idle  farm  machinery  where  necessary  to  make  it  available  for  purchase  by  farmers 
in  need  of  it  or  who  can  put-  it  to  full  use.  *  *  *  *  The  Forest  .Service  announced 
completion  of  experimental  plantings  of  four  selected  strains  of  goldenrod, 
totaling  650  acres,  as  part  of  the  emergency  rubber  program. 

May  31,  1943;     Discontinuance  of  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  sales  of  wheat 

for  feed  after  May  31,  except  to  take  care  of  emergency  situations,  was  announced 

by  the  V/FA. 

June  5,  1943;     The  Beverages  and  Tobacco  Division  of  the  WB  became  part  of 
'the  WFA,  its  functions  to  be  a^dministered  by  the  FDA, 

June  16,  1943;     The  WA  took  emergency  action  to  keep  corn-processing  plajits 
supplied  with  corn  need-ed  in  the  production  of  war  products.    At  the  sajne  time 
it  called  all  loans  on  the  1942  crop  corn,  loans  to  be- paid  or  the  corn  deliv- 
eredto  the  CCC  not -later  than  July  15.  *  *  *  *  The  ARA  announced  a  method 
of  producing  alcohol  from  wheat  without  the  addition  of  malt,  with  the  poss- 
ibility of  separating  protein  and  starch  at  the  beginning  of  the  alcohol  process. 
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If  this  could  be  done  commercially  at  low  expense,  a  large  quantity  of  protein 
for  livestock  feed  and  other  uses  could  "be  made  availaole  before  distillation 
instead  of  being"  recovered  from  distiller;' s  slop  as  at  pre'senti  . 

June  23 «  1943;    An  'Office  of  Labor  was  established  in  the  ^'ffA  to  carry  out 
all  labor,  manpower,  ©.nd  wage-stabilization  progranis. heretofore:  carried  out 
by  various  agencie'?'  of  the  Administration. 

June  25,  1943;  '  The  WPA  announced  requisitioning  corn  stocks  in  96  midwestern 
terminal  elevators  in  a  further  effort  to  get  corn  to  vital  processing  plants, 
the  supply  obtained  to  be  allocated  later  by  the  Administration. 

July  8.  1943;    WA  announced  its  intention  to  purchase- canned  vegetables  ~ 
'tomatoes,  tomato  juice,  tomato  p''ilp,  tomato  paste,  sweet  corn,  snap  beans, 
green  peas,  lima  .beans,  beets,  and  carrots  -  under,  a  price- support  program. 

July  13,  1943;  '  WFA.. announced  the  1944  all-out  food-production  program  which 
involved  planting  3§0.,, 000, 000  acres  to  crops. 

July  26,  1943;  The  Secretary  announced  flood-rest:oration  loans  designed  to 
enable  farmers  to  put  their  flood-damaged  farms  back  into  cultivation  in  12 
midwestern  and  southern  States. 

July  31,  1943;    Food  Distribution  Order  71  was  issued  placing  a  temporary  em- 
bargo on  the  sale,  purchase,  and  processing  of . turkey,  to  enable  the  armed 
forces  to  secure  their  requirements. 

August  9,  1943:     WFA  announced  the  allocation  to  civilians  of  twelve  times 
the. soya  products  available  last  year  to  strengthen  the  wartime  diet. 

August  10,  1943:  Details  of  the  new,  over-all  program  for  licensing  livestock 
slaughterers,  effective  August  15,,  were  announced  by  1/FA.  .  . 

August  14,  1943:    The  Food  Industries  Labor -Branch  was  transferred  from  FDA 
to  ^VFA»  s  Of fice  of  Labor. 

August  18,  1943:  The  turkey  embargo  order  was  tightened  by  amendment  to  res- 
trict all  sales  to  civilians  after  August  21  until  the  armed  forces'  require- 
ment for  oversea  shipment  is  met. 

Aiigust  24,  1943;     WFA  announced  a  potato  loan  program  to  insure  growers  of 
returns  as  high  as  the  support  prices  .announced  at  planting  time  would  provide, 
and  to  assure  orderly  distribution  of  this  year's  record  crop, 

August  25,  1943;     WFA  established  the  National  ^^ar  Board.  -  • 

August  26,  1943:  The  Office  of;  War-  Board  Services  was.,  established  in  .WA  under 
a  Director.         '      '       ,  ^^r:]'       ■    ■  ' 

August  30,  1943:     Att.er^tion  was  called  to  the  fact  tha,t  .Federal  standards  would 
require  a  higher  level, .qf. ■  enri^jhment.  in.  the  manufacture  of -White  bread  after 
October  1,  in  cor^f ormi'ty.' with  new  ..stand^-rds  for  :enriched  :flour  prescribed  under 
the  Food,  Drugs,  ,and^  Cosmetic  -Act <  ■•  -      ;  '  ■ 


August  31,  1943:  The  butter  set-aside  quota  was  lov\rered  from  30  to  20  percent  of 
September  production. 


September  1,   1943:     Livestock  slaughter  quotas  were  suspended  for  two  months. 

September  6,   1943:    WFA  announced  its  purchase  program  for  12  classes  of  1943-crop 
drv  edible  beans , 

September  7,   1943:    WFA  announced  that  1,600,000  placements  of  workers  had  been  mad 
on  American  farms  through  the  Government  farm-labor  program  during  the  past  four 
months .  , 

September  8,   1943:    liFA  authorized  the  Director  of  Food  Distribution  to  regulate 
expanding  fluid-milk  sales  through  a  system  of  dealer  quotas. 

September  18„  1943:  It  was  announced  that  there  would  be  no  marketing  quotas  for  th 
1943  corn  crop, 

September  24,  1943:    WFA  announced  its  over-all  organizational  set-up.     It  was  made 
clear  that  Department  staff  e.nd  service  agencies  form  part  of  and  serve  the  WFA 
just  as  they  do  the  USDA. 

October  1,  1943:    UFA  announced  the  general  provisions  of  a  payment  program  effec- 
tive October  1-December  31,  1943,' to  protect  dairy  famers  against  increases  in  the 
prices  of  dairy  feeds  above  the  level  of  September  1942, 

October  4,  1943:  Potatoes  were  named  a  national  Victory  Food  Selection,  October  21 
to  November  6,  in  view  of  an  all-time  high  record  crop  and  the  need  for  conserving' 
part  thereof  in  home  storage, 

October  6,  1943:     The  functions  of  WFA  and  CCC  with  respect  to  the  procurement  and 
development  of  food,  food  machinery,  and  other  food  facilities  in  foreign  countries 
was  transferred  to  and  consolidated  in  the  Foreign  Economic  Administration, 

October  14,   1943:    V\fFA  announced  the  formation  of  an  Inter-Agencjr  Committee  on  Food 
for  Workers  to  aid  in  the  program  of  providing  food  needed  by  industrial  workers, 
thus  assuring  the  highest  efficiency  in  production.     It  includes  representatives  of 
WFA,  YIPB,   OPA,  and  miC.   ,  The .  Director  of  the  FDA  is  chairman. 

October  23,  1943:     By  General  Departmental  Circular  No.  14  the  Administrative 
Council  and  its  Functions  were  reconstituted.     Its  alternate  chairmen  are  now 
Assistants  to  the  Secretary  and  the  War  Food  Adm-ini strati  on.     Its  other  members  are 
the  Directors  of  Finance  and  Budget  Office,   Personnel,  and  Information;  the  Solicit 
the  Chief  of  the  Office  of  Plant  and  Operations;  and  the  Land  Use  Coordinator, 

October  29,   1943:     The  President,  by  Fjxecutive  Order  amending  previous  Order  No. 
9334,  made  the  v/ar  Food  Administrator  the  United  States  member  of  the  Combined  Food 
Board,  with  the  Secretary  as  neutral  chairman,   designated  both  officials  members  of 
the  Ha.r  Production  Board,  abolished  the  Food  Advisory  Committee  and  the  Inter-Agenc; 
Allocations  Committee,  and  set  up  a  Food  Requirements  and  ^allocations  Committee  to 
pass  on  all  domestic  and  foreign  claims  for  food  from  U,  S.  sources  in  TwFA .     On  the 
same  day  the  Y/ar  Food  Administrator  appointed  the  Director  of  FDA  chairman  of  this 
new  comm.ittee  and  also  designated  him  the  Administrator's  personal  representative 
and  deputy  on  the  Combined  Food  Board.     (See  also  Administrator's  Memorandum  No,  30 
dated  October  28,  1943),    ********  gy  Administrator's  Memorandum  No.  31, 
dated  October  29,  1943,  the  functions  of  the  State  and  County  War  Boards'  werft 
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reassigned  and  redefined;  so  also  were  those  of  Administrative  and  Department  line 
agencies' In;  the'  f iold ■      •  ,  .    .    '  ■.•,,;"' 

November  6,   1943:     Under  Supplement  1  to  Admini strator ' s  Memorandum.  No.  27,  dated 
November  6>  1943,.  .the  name  of  the  Office  of  Labor  -Supply  v/as;  changed  back  to  Office 
of  Labor,  m.inor  changes  were  made  in  the  functions  of  the  Offices  of  Budget'  and 
Finance  and  of  Personnel,  and  the  Office  of  Land  Use  Coordination  was  added' to  the  I 
list  of  USDA-Ti[FA  service  and  staff  agencies, 

December  1,  '1943:     Administrator's  Memorandum  No«  27,'  Supplement  2,  was  issued  de-- 
fining  the  functions  of  the  Office  of  Transportation ■ and  stating  that  this  Office 
formed  part  of  the  Office  of  the  Tfar  Food  Administrator  and  was  not  one  of  the  WA 
program  agencies „  ■  '  ' 

December  4,   1943:    'vTFA  announced  a  series  of  steps  to  be  taken  as  part  of  the 
Government  livestock-feed  conservation  program.     These  involved  elimination  of  CCC 
subsidies  paid  on  corn  moving' from  surplus  to  eastern  and  southern  deficit  areas; 
an  increa.se  in  the  price  of  feed  whea.t;  and  an  offer  to  buy  corn  during  the  remaindc 
of  1943  at  the  old  ceiling  price  in  approximately  150  count it-^s  on  the  fringe  of  the 
Com  Belt  where  the  nev/  corn  ceiling,  effective  December  6,  amounts  to  a-  price  re- 
duction.    The  program  is  designed  to  bring  prices  of  various  feed  grains  m.ore  nearly 
into  line  v/ith  one  another,   so  as  to  use  and  conserve  these  grains  as  efficiently 
as  possible  and  make  more  feed  available  in  deficit  areas, 

December  18,  1943:     Food  Production  Order  No.  9  vyas  issued  by  WFA  to  effuct  better 
distribution  of  protein  meal  among  livestock  and  poultry  feeders  and  a.mong  mixed-fee 
manufacturers. 

December  30,  1943:     Administrator's  Memorandum  No.  11,   revised.  Supplement  2,  dis- 
continued the  Office  of  'vv'ar  Board  Services,   transferred  the  personnel  to  FP/jl,  and 
the  functions  to  the  Chairman  of  the  National  liar  Board, 

January  1,,   1944:     General  Departmental  Circular  No,  21  transferred  the  fui].ctions, 
personnel,  property  and  records  of  the  Office  of  Land  Use  Coordination  to  the 
immediate  Office  of  the  Secretan.'', 

January  6,  1944:    WFA  issued  its  statem.ent  on  its  ovm  and  privately  owned  food  stock 

January  12,  1944:    Administrator's  Memorandum  No,  31,  revised.  Supplement  1,  ¥7as 
issued  to  supplement  Memorandum  No.  31  rsgarding  the  coordination  of- activities 
carried  on  through  State  and  County  War  Boards, 

January  19,  1944:     The  spring  program  on  unrationed  and  low-point  foods  v/as  announce 
The  idea  is  to  create  larger  sales  of  unrationed  and  low-point  foods  and  to  advise 
the  public  that  the  most  practical  method  of  sharing  our  food  supply  is.  to  oFiphasi^p 
available  and  more • plentiful  foods  which  are  unrationed  or  of 'low-point  value. 

January  21,  1944-r  '  Administrator's  Memorand-um  No.  27,  Supplem.ent  4,  .changed  the  name 
©f  the  Food  -Production  Adm-lnistra,tion  and  the  Food  Distribution  .iidministrati on  to 
the  Office  of  Production  and  the 'Off ice  of  Distribution, ' respectively;   redefined  the 
functions  of  these  offices  and  of  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation;  and  .established 
an  Office  of  Price  to  deal  with  problems  rela.ting  to  the  approval  of  maximum  prices 
for,  and  price  support 'of,   &.gri cultural-  commodities.     The  soil  .Conservation  Service, 


the  ii-gri cultural  Adjustment  Agency,  and  the  Fam  Security  Administration  became  in- 
dependent agencies  in  the  War  Food  Administration. 

January  24,   1944:  To  facilitate  the  execution  of  changes  prescribed  in  Administrate: 
Mem.orandum  27,   Supplement  4,  issued  Januan/  21,  an  Administrative  Committee  was  es- 
tablished under  the  chairmanship  of  V.'ilson  Cov/en,  assistant  ITar  Food  .administrator, 
*  *  *  The  functions  of  the  Inter-i--gency  Information  Committee  were  announced.  This 
Comm.ittee  consists  of  representatives  of  Y'ar,  NavA;-,  ¥;TB,  I'illC,  YiLB,  PAi;',  Interior, 
ODT,  RFC,  SSS,  OPA,   Treasury,   OES,  FHr.,  Maritime  Commission,  War  Shipping  ^idminis- 
tration,  FEA,  etc.,   and  its  purpose  is  to  increase  the  flow  of  goverrmicnt  informati- 
about  production  and  employment  problems, 

January  26,   1944:    WFA  announced  proposed  1944  support  prices  for  farm  products. 

January  29,   1944:     A  Department  Poultry  Commiittee  was  announced  under  the  chairman- 
ship  of  'i/.D.  Termohlon,   Office  of  Distribution,  mth  representatives  of  both  WFA  anc 
USDA,  to  serve  as  s.  central  point  of  reference  for  appropriate  matters  relating  to 
poultry  and  eggs,   and  to  facilitate  the  interchange  of  information  p.nd  discussion  o: 
operating  problems  and  programs  v^^ich  concern  m^ore  than  one  agency  of  the  Department 

February  17,  1944:    YfFA  announced  proposed  1944  support  prices  for  hay  and"  pasture 
seeds,   subject  to  subsequent  act  of  Congress  providing  f-andg, 

February  18,   1944:    WFA  annoijnced  proposed  support  prices  for  vegete.bles  for  cannin, 
and  for  canned  vegetables,    subject  to  later  act  of  Congress  making  provision  for 
carrying  out  this  program. 

March  2,  1944:  The  Office  of  Materials  and  Facilities  was  designated  by  General 
Departmental  Circular  31  to  prepresent  T-Ta  and  the  Department  in  all  m.attors  pertai. 
ing  to  the  distribution  of  surplus  materials,  equipment,  and  facilities-  available 
for  release  by  the  armed  forces  and  other  governmental  agencies,  and  was  directed 
to  formulate  and  administer  a  program  for  the  effective  use  thereof, 

March  4,  1944:    Yi"FA  announced  1944  support  prices  on  farm  products,  these  proposals 
having  hitherto  been  contingent  upon  action  hy  Congress  making  provision  to  carry 
them  out.     Congress  had  now  taken  such  action  and  price  schedules  became  effective, 
A  complete  summary  of  the  support-price  program  was  thereupon  issued, 

March  9,  1944:  Existing  organizations  in  the  Office  of  Distribution  Y/ere  regrouped 
to  define  responsibilities  and  authority  miore  clearly,  and  to  stream.line  administra 
tion.  Deputy  Directors  for  Commoditj''  and  Industrj""  Regulation,  for  Supply  for  Civil 
ian  Programs,  and  for  Hanp^gemient  were  named,  e.nd  WFA's  food  procurement  and  disposi 
tion  functions  were  centralized  at  the  sam-O  time,    a  nev/ly  created  Procuremient 

Branch  ujider  the  Deputy  Director  for  Supply  became  responsible  for  all  food  purchas 
ing  and  disposition  of  commodities  for  the  Office  of  Distribution, 

March  18,   1944:     The  duties,  responsibilities,  and  functions  of  the  Office  of  Pro- 
duction were  outlined  in  Administrator's  MemorandLun  27,   supplement  6.     This  super- 
seded Administrator's  Memorandum  26  and  all  other  mem.oranda  previously  issued,  inso 
far  as  inconsistent  therewith. 
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April  18,  1944:     Provision  v\ras  made  by  Administrator' s  Memorandum  43  for  offering 
advisory  assistance  to  returning  veterans  viishing'  to  farm,    'The  Extension  Service, 

■  with  and  through  cooperating  State  extension  services,  was  given  charge  of  this  -^'..^ 
■program.  Operational  procedure  developed  in  consultation  with  Selective  Service  ^ 
WQ.S  made  public,  ■         >  ■ 

April  20,   1944:    An  essential-oils-industry  advisory  committee  v/as  organized  by  HF^t 

■  under  the  chai rraahship'  of  a-  staff,  member  of  the  Office  of  Distribution. 

April  21,  1944:     The'  hen- turkey  set-aside,  and  a  revision  of  the  milk-conservation 
program  were  announced  by  YfFk,     Both .made  such  adjustments  as  were  needed  to  take 
•     advantage  of  spring  peaks  and  marketing  conditions, 

.   April  23,  1944:     FSA  announced  large  increases  in  1943  production  by  its  borrov/ers, 
49  percent  more  meat  and  14  to  65  percent  more  of  five  v/ar-essenti al  food  and  oil  ■ 
■     crops,   over  1942,  • 

April  24,  194,4:    YjTA  and  the  Department  announced  their  administrative  setup  and 
preliminary  plans  for  handling  their  respc^'sibilitie  s  in  the  disposal  of  surplus 
v/ar  property  that '.can  be  used  in . agricultural  production.  *  *  *  *  An  urgent  appeal 
was  issued  to  farmers  in  surplus-producing  counties  of  the- Corn  Belt  to  sell  corn 
to  the  Government,  insofar  as  not  required  for  their  ovm  needs  or  needs  of  feeders 
in  their  ovm  communities, 

*  *  *  * 
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